ea ret ae 


.; Pranakrsna Dasa Baba 
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ot have any Mess 
got Sayen® He described Krs fa, they could 


Krsna, all noble qualities like nual are ae 
; SS, 


forbearance and non-attachment exist j i 
ideal form. In the case of Jagadisa Dasz ae 
and Pranakrsna Dasa Baba, this ear a 
peautifully illustrated by means of an eoea 
which relates to them both. | 


People, who came to Jagadiga Dasa Baba, 
usually made some offerings to him. But he did 
not even touch them. He had asked Pranakrsna 
pasa Baba to collect and keep them aside for 
the service of Thakura and the va/snavas. Once 
a visitor offered him ten rupees along with a /ota 
(small water pot) and ba/ati (bucket). Pranakrsna 
Baba collected them. A greedy Jatadhari Baba 
ji (Baba Ji with matted hair) who lived nearby, 
said to Jagadisa Dasa Baba, "Give them to me. 
Jagadiga Dasa Baba readily promised to give. He 
thought he would ask Pranakrsna Dasa to give 
them to him, but he forgot. The Jatadhar\ eh 
Ji got angry. After two OF three Saye nt i EN 
a brickbat towards Jagsog lag ttl 
not hit him, but it reminde i aan 
Immediately he called Pranakrena ase net ae 
|. oe comma ‘ , : to give him the 
Jatadhart Baba. | avian 


that visitor had 0 
; palati and the money : me of it 
a Total He has kindly reminded 


e should give 
by throwing @ brickbat @t W 


him." 
those things to . : | 
" id Pranakrsna D ; 
"Yes, we must, $4 asa Babs 


Jie "We should also request him to tame 
everything that is offered to us, considering ities 
his: own. 5 (If he .agrees: we should fee| Very | 
grateful to him, because he would thus keep may, ' 


away from us." ; 

Jagadiga Dasa Baba was very happy te heat 
this. The next day he invited the Baba Jj to big 
kuti tor prasada. He came. After greetings ane 
obeisance he was made to sit for prasada. He 


was served sandesa, rasaguilas, rabani and othe, 
While Jagadisa Dasa Baba serveg 


delicacies. : hs: 
him nicely, Pranakrsna Dasa Baba fanned him  , 


with a palm-leaf fan in his hand. 
During the course of service Jagadi$a Dasgqg 


Baba said, “Maharaja, | beg to be excused fo, 
forgetting to send you the promised /ota-ba/ayy 
and the money. | should have sent them the _ 

But you know how forgetful ar 


Same day. 
negligent | am in my behaviour." 
As he said this Pranakrsna brought 


lota-bal/ati and the money and placed them be 
the Baba Ji. Jagadisa Dasa Baba added 
folded hands, “Maharaj, | have one more requ 
You know that although we are both old, we 
like your children and you are like our fa 
We are living here and doing bhajana under 
kind protection. We are so weak and im 
that we may yield to temptation and come 
the clutches of maya any moment. You a 
Powerful that Maya cannot €ven touch you. 


| 


4i Pranakrsn® Cees 
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nold ™aya Captive in 
| cael keor an kamandaly horn ae 46) 
will ut ihe ormferings in jt. vag an Visitors 
| evely evens Thus you wit help INdly litt it 
| a distance. US keep maya 
The Baba Ji kept on listening 
ead with shame. The fire of ence bent his 
in his heart ance bega 
bun » He could reply oni ie 
shedding ees” He went back to his kut7 \ : ee 
ne /ota balatl and the money behing. i! 
not sleeP that night. From the next a 
pecame not only the true protector, but also the 
true servant of Jagadisa Dasa Baba and 
pranakrsna Dasa Baba. 
pranakrsna Dasa Baba was 104 years old, 
when Rapamadhuri Ji wrote the aforesaid poem 
about him. Even at that time he was full of 
energy and there was power and attraction in his 
speech. But he lived and continued to inspire 
and guide people in raganuga bhajana for 32 more 
He left the body in 4938 at the age of 


years. 


136. His samadhi exists near the samadhi ot 
in Kaliyadaha. 


Jagadisa Dasa Baba 


YM 


ie 


ha R 


ajavata 


n 


anasi 


M 


F us Manasinha Rajavata was the eld 
SO: of Sri Savaisinha the JAghenagene 
Lorani, a Jagira Under Jaipur Sar 
somprising 12000 dighas of land. 


. He was born 
in 1913. As he grew, his qualities of head and 


neart inspired the chroniclers of: the estate to 
write verses in his praise. But Savaisinha was 
unhappy because Inspite of all his good qualities, 
he was not developing as a ksatriya. We was 
averse to meat and wine and was totally opposed 
to any kind of violence. In navaratra ' on the 
occasion of the worship of goddess Durga in his 
house, when animal sacrifice was made, he used 
to leave the place, because he could not bear 
the sight of the blood of an innocent animal being 
shed for the appeasement of the goddess. 
Savaisinha JI wanted him to take interest in 
firing, riding and hunting etc., the traditional 
Pursuits of a <xAsatriya. But none of these 
activities suited his temperament. He Was 
interested in religious talks, the company of 
sédhus, the study of scriptures and the worship 


The nine days of Durga-poja. 
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Aisir ake him a try 

Sy these things and fe carly a : 
his mind fro aarKied him at t | 

xAsatrlya. So Ne was beautiful ang 


ife 
Ithough his WI! . 
aa son from her, she failed to wean 
he also 


‘qaious mooring. ON the 
him away Lou beara fanned the fre hy 
aay pee had been slowly burning in his 
outs setts long by exposing thoroughly the | 
hollowness of the world and a its enjoyments. | 

Srimad Bhagavatam says, "He who Is devoted | 


l iage might tu 
of deities. aa thought that marriag g rn 


st aitteateaeiae 


to the Lord, the repository of supreme good, 
revels in the ocean of nectar. He cannot feel 
drawn towards the enjoyments either of this world 
or the next, which are to him like the turbid water 
of a muddy pool." 


(Bhagavata, VI.12.22) 


Manasinha was born with strong samsakaras 
of devotion. It was, therefore, natural that all 
worldly objects and enjoyments should appear to 
him as turbid. Being the eldest son of his father, 
he was the rightful heir to his rich estate. He 
had everything that the world could give. hina 
power, wealth, health, pride of birth, respect, a 

: ike live baits thrown by 


him and keep hi 


qanasinne Rajavata 
fl 


gn desire? goal. But he did pe hat ise 
th seed He used to listen to in how to 
0 A = 1 . 

i. Narayana Svami, a saint w “Structions af 


er a Sr 6 i saint ee 
‘apradaya, t0 Whom he often wen 2 Dadi 

| nad DESO famous in Rajasth 
,vanced FeVOlSS Obs eae 
paj-puts: He lived) in J2isti eee one A 
manasinna qui slipped away from home re 
yent to Jaipur He met KuSalasinha Jj. oe 
introducing himself he described his mental ce 
and requested for guidance. KuSalasinha Ji said 


‘The reason why you are so disturbed and 


unhappy is that you have chosen the jnana-marga, 
(the path of knowledge), while your natural 
inclination is towards bhakti. Bhakti is the best 
and the easiest path for God realisation. 


anyasmat saulabhyam bhaktau 
(Narada-Bhaktisutra, 58) 


"tis also the surest way for the attainment 
of peace, because it is of the very nature of 
peace and supreme joy.- 


s4ntirapatparamanandarupacca 


(Narada-Bhaktisutra, 60) 


‘What should | do 10F the attainment” 
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inquired Manasinha. 


bhakti?" ; 
¢ bhakti is Vrndavana. 


"The centre O 


should go there." 
“Whom should | 


Vrndavana?" 
"You should meet Pandita Ramakrsna Da 
sf Sa 


Baba, who is a siddha-saint. He is the We 
ry 


incarnation of bhakti." 
Manasinha did not lose time. Forthwith h 
e 


started for Vrndavana. On reachin = 

he stayed with a sadfhu in Sanalanann 
Ki-Bagici, near Dau Ji-Ki Bagict (the present a 
of Vrndavana Research Institute), where Pence 
Ramakrsna Dasa Baba used to live. a 

On account of humility he could not must 

courage to go and meet Pandita Baba dire e 
Every morning he went and stood at a place ‘cil 
where he could see Pandita Baba goin a 
his cottage to ease nature. As he will neal 
Manasinha made obeisance to him. He oaaal 
in reply, but never said anything. He te a 
even lift his head to see who Ae WwW The 
months passed like this. One d Pu ‘baa 
cast a glance at him out of met oe 
sor apa eree ti Curiosity and asked, 


Imagine ace introduced himself. Baba asked 
ai do you stand here everyday?" a 
Baba portonteng ; Feplied Manasinha = 
anythin — 

month g furth — 
ee Passed like this. Then sil one ae 
Y, “Where do you live" aba asked 


"In Shahaiaha 
: a - 
ita-sinna J hanpura-Ki-Bagici," rep 


meet and surrender to ,; 
In 
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mana-sinha. 

Baba said, wat four O'clock in th 
nave katha (religious discounsate is nos we 
Bagici. You may come and Mienes N Dau-Ji’s 

Manasinha started going, | 

Baba was Impressed i 
enthusiasm in devotion. ree en a 
"Why not come and live here under some oe 

Manasinha, who had go far lived in 
despondency and gloom, saw a silver lining in 
the clouds. There Was NO end to his happiness. 
He had never Imagined that Baba could be so 
merciful to him. He began to live in his asrama 
under a tree laden with creepers. 

There were too many monkeys in the bagici. 
When Manasinha baked his bread under the tree, 
they used to be on the lookout for an opportunity 
to pounce and run away with it. Sometimes 
Pandita Baba himself stood near him with a stick 
in hand and said, "You bake your bread. | shall 
watch the monkeys." This was too much for 
Manasinha. How could he bear the burden of 
Baba’s mercy to that extent? But he had to. It 


was like having to swallow a pill that was bitter 


yet sweet. OG eat | 
- satin istress 
Manasinha’s parents were muc | 


his sudden disappearance from —_ tens | 
| intensive search. In the ena In 
organized an inte ve ae 


came to Vrndavana and found him. | 
to persuade him to return home. But they had 


isi i ointed. 
to go back disillusioned and disapp ted. 
After staying in Pandita Baba’s bagici for eight 


. - ~3 5 He 
months, Manasinha requested him for diksa 
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advised him to take O/ksa from Sri Madhava Da ‘ 
Baba Ji of Puchari. He took Oiksa from Madhav. 
Dasa Baba Ji, but continued 0 regard Pandita 
Baba as his real guru and practise bhajana unde; 
his guidance. Pandita Baba also treated him 

his disciple and showered all his affection Upon 
him. He did not allow anyone even to touch his 
feet, but he allowed MAanasinha Ji to Massage hig 


feet. 
After o/ksa probably Manasinha Jj took Vesa 


from Madhava Dasa Baba. But no one Knows fo, 
certain, whether he actually took vesa and if eq 
from whom, though he lived like a Vvaisnava 
samnyasi. He begged for his food and Stitcheg 
his clothes from rags, mostly thrown away by 
people. For water he used an old tin container 
instead of karava, (an earthen pot, usually kept 
by sadhus in Vraja), because kKarava was likely 
fo break and every time it broke a fresh effort 
had to be made for its Procurement. People did 
not know his samnyasa name, but they called him 
Bhagata Ji. | 
His parents and others, who loved and 
respected him, often came to see him. When 
they saw him in this condition, there was no end 
to their grief. The contrast between his princely 
Style of life at home and his present life as a 
recluse was too much for their tender heart to 
bear. A picture of Manasinha in princely dress 
with sword in his hand can even now be seen in 
Bhagavata Nivasa, an asrama in Ramanreti, 


Vrndavana, built by Sri Krpasindhy Dasa Baba, 


the foremost disciple of Pandita Baba. Someone a | 
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ace asked Krpasindhu Baba 
on ge’ als) picture of Ma 
arent of 4 IQ /agiradara ji 
<3 a Cig He reba fevers es Of his picture 
anasinha Ji better, if they ee Would know 
e he became a sadhy. Hse What he was 
in wealth and have scerahete People, 
nat aman can desire or expect Aiea | thing, 
enounce the world like him as a trifl MIST W Cited 
aid out by maya?” Seas 
After some time Pandita Baba 
His separation became inbaeialne vias Sis 
He wept day and night and roamed sensing ee 
“4a Baba! Ha Radhey!, Ha Baba! Ha Radhey! 
like one, who had gone mad. His parents snout a \ 
that he had actually gone mad.  Forcibly ee \ 
took him to Lorani for treatment. Manasinha th \\] 
up food and drink in protest. But his parents \\ 
regarded this also as a phase of his madness. \ 
They kept the choicest fruits, sweets and other | 
delicacies in his room to entice him. But he did 
not even look at them. For eighteen days he did 
not take even a morsel of food and became too 
weak. He said to his parents, "| will not eat 
anything until you send me back to Vrndavana.” 
to send him back to 


They were obliged 
Vrndavana. But in Vrndavana they made 


elaborate arrangements for his stay in Dhiraja 
w and two servants 


Lala Ki Bagici. They kept a CO 
for his service, which he did not like. He also 
did not like to live in Dhiraja Lala Ki Bagicl, 

lived there. He 


because other sadhus also 


wanted to live in solitude. So he shifted to Bihari 
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followed him. Then he sto 
seal milk and started begging trom 
ksetra (a place where food is distributed fre, ' 
ke beggars). He begged two breads every day 
from the xsetra. . 

Finally in order to get rid of his People 
completely, he disappeared from the bagic;7 and 
lived in hiding in some unknown place for Six 
months. His people tried to search him, but jp 
vain. He returned to Bihari Ji Ki Bagici, whe, 
the servants and the cow had been removed from 
there. When again his people came to see him, 
he told them frankly, "You must not come to me 
now. Now / have no relationship with you. Your 
coming disturbs me in my bfhajana." They went 
back. 

In the month of Magha they came again. This 
time Manasinha Ji asked his brother Madana, 
“Can you go to Mathura?" 

"Yes, why not?" replied Madana. 

"Then you go and bring for me bahirvasa (a 
sheet, worn as a lower garment), a cadara (a 
sheet, worn as an upper garment), and a mat. | 
want to go to Pandita Baba. But my clothes, 
which have been prepared from rags collected 

from different places, are impure. When | go to 
him my clothes should be pure. Besides, you 
know Phalguna, the month of Holi is approaching. 
| shall need scent and gu/a/a' for Radharani. 


Kindly bring them too." 


1 Red powder used for rubbing the faces of people on the 
Occasion of the Holi festival 
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gr 
arhaps Manasinha Jj had received a Call from 
Pe a Baba and was Preparing to 
pang!” Vrndavana. “His peg 
ee 
eté 


d to go to Panhdita 
ante 


99 to him in 
Ple tho 
Ww ta Nivasa. 
agqava 
pha 


ught that he 
Baba’s 


Samadhi in 
They were both S 

to find that he had fo, the firs 
napPY 


t time asked 
me service from them. 
ve n to them that his mMadn 
indice avout turn more and mor 
and 


©SS was gone 
cept more service from th 
ac 

and 


€ towards them 
em. 

a brought everything from Mathura. 
ye asked him to keep them in an al/mirah 
Manas! 


om. Then he asked his people repeatedly 
‘n his FO 2 
“ go back home. 


They went back, but left their 
ila fter him. ; 
ngila to look a | 
one iad after they had gone (in the year 
Two 


1 t to Radha-Vallabha’s 
anasinha JI wen 3 
ong edi darsana in the morning and saw 
temple 


ie aha? israma. Then after 
soa-///9 in Uniya Babas @a agici. 
rasa-Mila " pavaneia he atts Beha 
ba i that time came ne ai ee 
Just ou know Bhagavata Niv at ao 
Rangila, “Do fi But | can pirates Baba 
"| do not 2 Cleee KrPeA BAba’s 
Breceta Jt hee, sale 
that Bhagata JI ha ii kanthi 7 put on 
ada and his prasad! Manasinha Ji pu 
eet Rangila had gone, wn on the mat, 
After sahirvasa and lay wir he 
the new ith the new ¢ shocked to 
Covering himself with d, he, WAS 20h" 
When Rangila return” 


Q 


see Manasinha Ji lying on the mat with his ey 
fixed above him in a particular direction, ag ’ : 
was anxiously waiting for the arrival of SOme Mh 
dear to him. Tears incessantly flowed from ts 
eyes, as if he was unable to bear even ra : 
moment the delay in his arrival. The Phial 
scent and gu/a/a kept by his side indicateg thay 
he was ready for his ceremonial welcome. 


Rangila said, "Radhey, Radhey! | have brough; 


the prasada." 
extended his hand Without 


Manasinha Jl 
turning his eyes from the direction in which they 


were fixed. Rangila gave him the prasada and 
the kafnthi, Manasinha Ji put a particle Of the 
prasada in his mouth and the ka/ith7 on his neck, 
with his eyes still fixed in the same direction. 
Rangila went running to Sri Chajirama Ji, who 
lived in the bagici and said, "Go and see what 


has happened to Bhagata Ji. If necessary please 


call a doctor." 
Chajurama Ji rushed to see MAanasinha Jj. 


From what he saw, it did not appear to him that 
he was unwell. He took Rangila outside and 
Said, “Manasinha Ji seems to be meditating. You 
should not disturb him. Watch him from a 
distance. If necessary, call me again." 
Chajirama Ji went back. Rangila returned to 
the cottage of Manasinha. While returning he 
heard him saying in a low voice “Jai ho!" As if 
he was greeting someone. The next moment, 
when he reached the cottage, Manasinha Ji was 
not there. Where had he gone? He had gone 


ene 
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in his s/ddha mafjari’ deha (spiritual body as 
mafjar/) to transcendental Vrndavana. Pandita 


gpaba had come in his siddha manjari svardpa to 
take him to the nv/kunja of Radharani to serve 
Radha and Krsna with scent and gulala, while 
they were engaged in the love pastime of Holl. 


CHAPTER XXIV 


Rajarsi 
Sri Banamali 
Rajabahadura 


Rajabahadura was the landlord of Tanasa 
in district Pabana.of East Bengal. He 
was conferred the title of Raja by the British 
Government. He had inherited the 
samsakaras of his parents. 


Be in 1863, Rajarsi Banamali 


religious 
While he was still in 
the womb, his father Sri Gangaprasada Raya and 


his mother had gone on pilgrimage to Puri on 
foot. Not very long after his birth, the parents 
gave him in adoption to Raja Banavari Lala, the 


Landlord of Tanasa and went to Vrndavana for 
bhajana. 


Banavari Lala died when Banamali Lala was 
only 17 years old. The burden of running the 
affairs of the big zaminadari of Tanasa fell upon 
his shoulders. Like a noble landlord, who had 
the well-being of his people very much at heart, 
he started constructing wells and rest houses and 
*Pened schools and hospitals in his estate. But 
his inner life from the very beginning was that of 
* sadhaka. He had come under the influence of 
fahma Sampradaya and was practising sadhana 
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teachings of the sampradaya. 

‘ec life is mainly connected w; 
ae eng nie og Bale Sc Radhavingdaall 
Originally Radhavinoda Ji was i heart (oe 

by Sr Vafcharama Ji, the sdn/Xar’ \mistisaia 
authority) of Navagrama, a village in Tanasa 
estate. Vaficharama was a Very devoted person. 
Every day before his seva-pu/a he went to bathe 
in the river Karatoya in Navagrama. One day 
while he was bathing he heard someone Saying 
in a sweet voice, "Take me out of water to your 
home." Vafcharama looked all around, but he 
could not discover the source of the voice. He 
went home after bathing, but the voice kept 
ringing in his ears. The next day, when he went 
to bathe, he again heard the same voice, but he 
could not locate where it came from. The third 
day, when he was going out of the river after 
bathing, he heard the voice again and 
simultaneously felt that something had clung to 
his feet. He brought it out. And lo! It was the 
beautiful idol of Radhavinoda. For some time he 
Stood dazed and petrified. Then he hugged it 
and bathed it with the tears of his eyes. There 
was horripilation, shivering and sweating all over 
his body. 
| Radhavinoda alone knows how long and how 
intensely he had cherished the desire to be 
hugged by this devotee and to bathe in his tears 
ee love. He did not even hesitate to 
eet for its fulfilment! Nothing strange 


perfor he is the Lord of Love. He loves 
IS devotees and love is blind 


according to the 


the story 


; Sri bana) alan ahead 
“4 rsl ra 
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-nrcharama JI brought hij 
ancharama > im home. 
V ny, he began to serve him as ete! due 


_ But Vinoda JI, as Vafcharama cana eee 
5 very luxurious. dee ee 
emands: re ieee sometimes ask for Sweets 
, different kinds, sometimes for new and fancy 
WresSeS* and sometimes for 


ba scent and other 
yxurious things. When Vafcharama could not 


yylfil his demand, he either urged someone else 
or he himself brought the things he wanted 


somehow from somewhere, even though he had 
to steal oF plunder. 


Once Vinoda Jit wanted to eat vegetable 
prepared from mustard flowers. After sunset he 
went to the field of a farmer and began to pick 
mustard flowers. The farmer heard the sound of 
someone sacking the field. He shouted, "Who is 
there?" Vinoda JI quickly tied the flowers in a 
corner of his p/tambara ° and ran away. At night 
he said to Vafcharama in a dream, "Since long 
| have not eaten vegetable prepared from mustard 
flowers. You offer it to me today." Vancharama 

did not know where he could get mustard flowers, 
because there was no field within a couple of 
miles from his place, in which mustard was grow. 
He was filled with some anxiety. When he went 
to Vinoda Ji’s temple for morning service, he was 
surprised to see some mustard flowers adorning 
both of his ears and some tied to a corner of 
his pitambara. He understood that Vinoda Ji had 


himself brought the flowers from somewhere so 


cerem® 


There was no e 


' A yellow sheet worn as upper garment by Krsna. 
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that he might not have to take the trouble é 
going out in search of them. He Prepareg 
vegetable from the flowers and offeredim to him. 
“One does not know how Vinoda Ji got int 
the habit of smoking /Aukka (hubble-bubbie) 
Possibly some devotee, who had served him 
before used to smoke. He was not conversant 
with the rules of ritualistic worship and did Not 
know what should or should not be offered to the 
deity. He lovingly offered the /Aukkdad to Vinoda 
Ji before smoking and Vinoda Ji not only accepteg 
the offering, but enjoyed it, because it was made 


in love. 
Once Vinoda Ji asked a wealthy devotee in a 


dream to offer him a hAukka. The devotee Offered 
him a fhukka with a long pipe and a silver 
mouth-piece. Vinoda Ji smoked every morning 
and evening after Raja-bhoga, (offering of 
principal meals). Some fortunate devotees could 
at times also hear the hubble-bubble of the Aukka. 
Vancharama was very hospitable. Whosoever 
came to his village for him his doors were always 
open. If he chose to stay for some time, he was 
well served. One night, when he and his wife 
were sleeping, three guests knocked at his door. 
Vinoda Ji did not want that his sleep should be 
disturbed. He went to the door in the form of 
his son and received the guests. He told them 
"Pita Ji (my father) is asleep. | can awaken him, 
if you so desire, otherwise you may cook for 
yourselves. | shall arrange for the provisions and 
everything else." 


‘No, you don’t disturb his sleep. We shall 


| ued ais Brae tt) 
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ok for ourselves," replied the 
u . 
Ji went to the shop from where Veh ee 


5 purchase Provisions had 
snop-KeePer, “Vahicharama Ji i reli po 
some provisions from YOU On loan. Bfeacs 3 o 

"How can | give the provisions to a ace 
like you, WhO IS not known to me? | ndar ie 
or heard about you before," replied site 
gop ReePer 

Then Vinoda Ji took out the gold-bangle he 
was wearing and said, "You keep this with you 
as surety and return it to Vafhcharama Ji after he 
has cleared the account." 


The shop-keeper agreed. Vinoda Ji went back 
home with the provisions and made all other 


arrangements for cooking. The guests cooked 
and ate and then went to sleep. 


Next morning, when Vafcharama saw the 
guests, he asked, "When did you come? Who 
opened the door?" | 

"You were asleep, when we came. Your son 
opened the door and made all arrangements for 
our dinner. We did not like to disturb you.” 

Vancharama stood stunned for a while. 
"Could this be the //a@ of Vinoda Ji?" He began 
to think. At noon, when the shop-keeper came 
with the bangle, the mystery Was solved. 

For long Vinoda Ji was without a consort. His 
loneliness began to weigh heavy upon him. 

Sportive as he was, he began fo think of 
Marriage. He decided to marry Raja Banavarl 
Lala’s 10 or 11 years old daughter, whose name 
Was Radha. He directed one of his devotees to 
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Raja Banavari Lala and speak about him in Such 
a way that he is obliged to come for His VarSan, 

The devotee went and said to the Raja, "In 
village Navagrama of your own estate yoy ow 
employee Vafcharama has found a ma@grt of Si 
Krsna. The deity is very much alive and SPOrtive 
Every day He surprises everybody by Performing 
a new /i/a. Hundreds of people go to Him for 
darsana. Will you not go?" 

“How did Vanhcharama find the deity? What 
fi/as does he perform?" asked Raja Banavarj Lala 
out of curiosity. The devotee told him everything, 
He felt very much attracted. One day he went 
for the darsana of Vinoda Ji along with his Wife 
and daughter Radha. 

As they were looking at Vinoda Ji, Radha felt 
very much excited. She clasped her mother and 
Said, “Look Ma, how Thakura is smiling at me!" 

"Foolish!" said Ma, as she affectionately 
patted her on her cheek. 

"No, Ma! He is really smiling and winking at 
me!" 

But Ma ignored it as her childish fancy. 

The sweet smiles of Vinoda Ji so Captured 
the heart of Radha that she thought of Him day 

and night. Several times, on her insistance, Raja 
Sahib had to take her to Vinoda Ji with him for 
His darsana. 

Slowly Raja Sahib also became more and more 
attracted towards Vinoda Ji. Once, when he had 
gone to see Him, Radha said to her father, "Pita 
Ji, let us take Vinoda Ji to our place. | have a 


strong desire that | should serve Him and 


,jarsi Sri Banamali Rajabahadura ae 
pa 

corate Him beautifully." 
de naié said, | also feel like taking Vinoda Jj 
way But will Vanhcharama let us 
away: 


oa? eee do so?" He 

oked at Vancharama, as he said this. 
Mg yvancharama, instead of 
genying directly, said, "Sir, 
well as Vinoda Ji's. 


acquiescing of 
| am your servant as 


How can | Say that you 
should oF should not take Him away. The matter 


lies between you and Vinoda Ji." 

At night Vinoda Ji said to Vaficharama in a 

dream, “You let me go with the Raja. | am 
pleased with you, but now | want to accept the 
service of the Raja. You need not be sorry, for 
you will soon realize me." 
What could Vafhcharama do? He sent the 
message to the Raja. The Raja was overwhelmed 
to know that Vinoda Ji was so kind to him. 
Immediately he went and conveyed the message 
to his wife and Radha. 


They began to dance 
with joy. 


Elaborate arrangements were made to bring 
Vinoda Ji. On an auspicious day he was brought 
to the palace in a palanquin escorted by elephants 
and horses and musicians, performing music on 
different instruments. 

Radha now served Vinoda Ji with all her heart 
and soul. There was, no doubt, a pu/ari to serve 
Him, but it was Radha, who decided each day 
what dress He would put on and what He would 
eat. She also prepared different kinds of 
Ornament from flowers and decorated Him with 
her own hands. Vinoda Ji was very much pleased 
with her service. But He often teased her. He 
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would sometimes, after eating, rub his dirty ha 

with her clothes, sometimes pinch her 

sometimes even spit at her. 

Radha’s love towards Vinoda Jj went 
increasing. So did Vinoda’s love pranks. One 
day when Radha was offering Him a garland, He 
caught hold of her afica/a (edge of sari) anq Saiq 
"You must marry me." She spoke about this tc 
her mother, but mother did not believe. 

After some time Radha fell ill. Vinoda gj Said 
to her mother in a dream, “Radha will not SUrVive. 
But you need not worry. She will die to live with 
me as my bride. There is a dry devadara tree 
in your garden. Out of the wood of that tree you 
make a murti of Radha and marry the mort to 

me.!" 

Radha’s mother was then convinced that 

Vinoda Ji really wanted to marry Radha. She 
told her husband about the dream. Both of them 
began to shed tears of sorrow as well as joy to 
think of this new /f/a of Vinoda Ji. They were 
sorry to know that Radha would not survive. But 
they were happy to know that Vinoda Ji would 
accept Radha as His bride and both the daughter 
and son-in-law would live with them in their house 
in the form of mdrtis. 

The devadara tree was cut down and the work 
of making an ido! out of it started. As soon as 
the murti was ready, Radha died. Arrangements 
for her funeral and her marriage in the form of 
the mdrti began to be made simultaneously. 
When the marriage was performed, Vinoda JI 


began to be called Radha Vinoda. Even today 
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yinod8 and Vinodini (Radha) can be seen livin 
*appilY together in the Tanasa temple by the stag 
: Ramakrsna Seva-aSrama in Vrndavana Een 
ioday their marriage anniversary is duly 


celebrated. F 

Life in Jigs estate centred round Radha 
yinoda till Raja Banavari Lala was alive. Katha 
irtana and festivals were the order of the day. 
But these activities slackened when the burden 
of running the affairs of the estate fell on the 
shoulders of Banamali Lala. The service of 
Radha-Vinoda was particularly neglected, because 
ganamali Lala was initiated in Brahma-dharama, 
which did not believe in murti worship. The pujari 
carried on the routine service of the deities. But 
on account of the negligent attitude of Banamali 
Raya, no one felt enthusiastic about it. 

A sudden change came in the attitude of 
Banama!li Raya, when one day he met 
Jagadbandhu Prabhu, the great saint of Pabana, 
who, on account of the golden lustre of his body 
and the intensity of his love for Radha and Krsna 
was regarded by some as the very incarnation of 
$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. That day Raja 
Banamali Rajabahadura was going through the 
highway of Pabana in right royal fashion, mounted 
on a decorated elephant and escorted by gunmen 
and other attendants. From the other side was 
coming Jagadbandhu Prabhu, dancing in the midst 
of Kirtana-party, consisting of hundreds of 
devotees, who were also singing and dancing to 
the tune of a large number of mrdangas and 


karatalas 
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Banamali Rai got down from the elepha 
walked barefooted up to the Kirtana-party ae 
joined it. Like one who was hypnotised, he ratgae 
both of his hands and Started dancing and sie he 
with the party. He continued doing this tiy ee 
party reached its destination and Stopped kirtann 
After kirtana he bowed down to Jagadbandhy 
Prabhu, requested him to grace Banavari Nagara 
once by his presence, and returned. 

On return he felt that a new wave of bhakt; 
was surging in his heart. He felt that travellin 
on the crest of that wave he had crosseq the 
desert of brahma-upasanaé (meditating On 
brahman) and was Standing at the threshold of 
an oasis, rich with the foliage and fountains of 
bhakt/. 

He found entrance into the Oasis, when 
Jagadbandhu Prabhu came to his house, and 
Staying with him for a number of days, gave him 
instructions in Raganuga Bhakti. Then he 
understood that the Lord was not only an object 
of reverence, worship or prayer as Brahma-samaja 
had taught him, but also of love or Pritt. Pag 
was not one-sided. It was not that the devotee 
alone loved the Lord, the Lord also loved the 
devotee. In fact, He loved the devotee more than 
the devotee loved Him, and nothing was more 
valuable to Him than the loving service of His 
devotee. Because the devotee in his fallen state 
had no access to Him, he Himself came down in 
the form of Sri Marti to receive his service. 

Banamali Ray’s mind now turned towards 


Radha Vinoda. He made the best possible 


ast Banamali Rajabahadura 
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ements for His s : 
an €rvic 
ie not permitted by the Sastras » because it 
Ww . 


ing those days, Spr 
oe who was @a eleue mane ae Raya 
namall Raya. 9 ie aie eae snicied oe 

gefore smoking, he offered the Aukka to lapels 
yinod@- Raya Prabhu was always were 
a-smarane " ne Tm eeae Smoking also nis 
ma-smarana Mer be primary occupation, aineheee 
was secondary and it went on automatically as : 
matter of habit, though it slowed down, when A 
smarapa Was deep, and he put the pipe into his 
mouth after long Intervals. During the intervals 
Radha Vinoda put the pipe in his mouth and 
smoked more freely. Thus He was not very much 
affected, when Banamali Raya stopped His Aukka. 

On the twelfth day of Krsna-paksa in the year 
14892 Raya Prabhu chose to quit this world. For 
four days since then Radha Vinoda had to 
practise forced abstinence and go without Aukkd. 
But abstinence is not in His nature. On the 
amavasyaé day, after the morning service, when 
the pujafi was doing japa, he sank into 
drowsiness. In that state Radha Vinoda said to 
him "Give me my Aukka. Since these people 
discontinued my Aukka service, | used to go and 
smoke with Raya Prabhu. But now that Raya 


Prabhu is no more, | have not smoked for four 
days." 7 

in the evening, when Banamali Raya went to 
the temple, the puja told him every thing. 
Banamali Raya made necessary arrangements tor 
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the service of Aukka, but the doubt Persisteg in 
his mind as to whether Vinoda Ji really SMokeg 
Once Jagadbandhu Prabhu was Staying i 

Banamali Ray’s palace in a room adjacent to the 

temple of Radha Vinoda. After Raja-bhoga he 

called Banamali Raya and said, “Let us toda 

enjoy the hukka-smoking ///@ of Lilamaya (the 
sportive Lord). He took Banamali Raya with him 
and sat in the veranda before the temple. After 
sometime he said, “See, Vinoda Ji is Smoking, 
Listen to the hubble-bubble of the Auk» 
Simultaneously, Jagadbandhu gave Banamalj 
Raya the spiritual ears, with which he could hear 
the sound of the fukka. As he was listening to 
the sound, he went into bhava-samadhi and tears 
began to trickle down his eyes. 

Now Banamali Raya’s faith in the spiritual 
nature of Sri Mirti became so firm that if any 
one said or did anything, which implied that the 
Sri Marti was a mere statue, it hurt him. He 
now became restless to render personal service 
to Radha Vinoda. But he was not qualified for 
service without proper initiation. So in 1897 he 
went to Vrndavana and took initiation from Sr 
Radhika Natha Gosvami Prabhu, a descendant of 
Advaitacarya Prabhu. 

He got so much absorbed in the service of 
Sri Radha Vinoda that it became impossible for 
him to do anything else. Fortunately he had a 
very capable and trustworthy manager in Sri 
Kamini Kumara Ghosa. He entrusted to him the 


entire management of the estate so that he could 


devote all his time to the loving service of Radha 
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ee. nme tinea 
After S° ime he went to s 
onstructed two buildings, one in pie and 
rhe other in Radhakunhda. These are ee and 
Radha Vinoda sometimes in Vrndavana with 
sometimes in Radhakunda. 3 ay 
B wee Ao 
Ever ee ) plied Raya CAMs 10: Wrajay jive 
was the central Tigure of the va/snava community 
in Vraja. Sadhus and va/snavas always graced 
ie toy tee Presence, because kathd, 
kirtana @ S were always going on there. 
He utilized all the resources of his estate in the 
service of the va/snavas. He built a hospital for 
free treatment of sadhus, vaisnavas and the 
Vrajabasis. He started a school for teaching 
phakti-Sastras to the students and arranged for 
their free board and lodging. He also started a 
press, in which he printed Srimad Bhagavatam 
with eight commentaries and other bhakti 
literature, which he distributed free amongst the 
sadhus and the va/snavas. 

In his time there were a galaxy of siddha 
mahaétmas in Vraja. He was benefited by the 
company of each one of them. But there were 
some to whom he was specially attached and who 
freely showered their blessings upon him. They 
were Sri Radhikanatha Gosvami Prabhu, 
Jagadbandhu Prabhu, Sri Radharamana Carana 
Dasa Baba Ji Maharaja, Sri Vijayakrsne Gosvami, 
Sti Gaurakigora Siromani, Srl Ramaharl Dasa 
Baba Ji, Sri Krsnasundara Raya Prabhu, st 
Harisundara Bhaumika Bhuiyah, $m Jagadisa 
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Dasa Baba and Sri Ramakrsna Dasa 
Baba. a 

With the blessings of these ma 
easily attained the lotus feet and th 
service of Radha Vinoda in His eterne 


Vrndavana. 
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CHAPTER XXV 


family name was ASvani Kumara, was 

born in 1861 in Candana Nagara in West 
Bengal. His father Sri Vrajakumara Nanda was 
a contractor in Calcutta. 

Although Asvani Kumara was the son of a 
wealthy man and had all the opportunities for 
worldly enjoyment, the world had little attraction 
for him. From his very childhood a divine spark 
stirred his heart. He yearned for something 
higher and more sublime than anything the world 
could offer and was always lost in contemplation. 

This caused anxiety to his father. He did two 
things to make him less contemplative. 
Immediately after he had passed the Entrance 
eenetion; he put him in business and married 
im. 

_ In due course Asvani became the father of 

ive children. He seemed to have been completely 
Surrounded by Maya; but the divine spark in him 
did not die. It continued to remind him that there 
— a higher purpose and destiny for him. He 
ai 7iks4 from his family guru and began to lead 
€, which looked worldly from outside, but 
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isciplined. He Was mog; 
was spiritually Wor ag bath in the Ganga, patha, 
regular In ere The result was that the spar, 
kirtana an oat developed into a volcano and it 
of bhakti S ossible for him to remain a grhastha 
Be acer He decided to renounce the world 


holly to bha/ana. 

siarhapaananiniie of his father to go to 
Puri on the occasion of Ratha-yatra for darsana, 
but instead of returning home from Puri, he went 
on pilgrimage to the South on foot. He walked 
20 miles everyday doing /apa. Until the required 
number of rounds of /apa was completed he did 
not rest. After completing /apa he bathed and 
performed his daily routine of puja and then went 
out for bA/ksa. He went for bfA/iksa to only seven 
places and ate whatever he got from them. 
Sometimes he did not get anything and had to 
go without food. He had to face much trial and 
tribulation, but he never transgressed the rules 
of spiritual discipline he had set for himself during 
the pilgrimage. 

He went from Puri to Godavari, Sivakafci, 
Visnukafici, Bala Ji, Sri Rangama, Pafcatirtha 
and Ramesvara. From Ramesvara he went to 
Nasika, from Nasika to Dvaraka, Puskara, 
Jaipura and Karaull and from Karauli to 
Vrndavana. The whole journey took him three 
years. 


He wanted to settle in Vrndavana for bhajana. 
But one night he saw a dream, in which some 
divine being told him, "The time for your 
vindavana-vasa has not yet come. You have still 
© perform some karma." He did not heed the 


caitanya Dasa Baba 
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because he was determine 

end and do bha/ana. Buteecaae eee 

same dream and heard the same advice 
which seemed to come aS a command. He felt 
compelled to obey the command. He went back 
to Calcutta. His parents, wife and children were 
nappy to see him back after a long period of 
anxiety and suspense. 

Agvani Kumara now Started his own business. 

He worked hard and made good fortune. But 
during this period also his bhajana went on 
undisturbed and with the usual zest and 
enthusiasm. He used to go to bed at nine and 
get up at one o'clock, when he sat down for 
phajana. Again after his morning bath in the 
Ganga at 5 o'clock, he went through his daily 
routine of puja, patha, japa and kirtana. Then 
he cooked for himself, because he believed that 
food cooked by one’s own self was more 
conducive to bhajana. His wife and children 
helped him and took care to see that nothing 
happened to disturb his bhajana. Thus his days 
passed on happily. 

But all along he felt uneasy for want of one 
thing. In Vrndavana he had seen two pictures 
of Nitai-Gaura and Radha-Govinda, which had 
captured his heart. He had been trying to get 
those pictures but had failed. He often passed 
sleepless nights on account of intense feeling of 
separation he experienced in the absence of the 
Pictures. One night he wept and said to Nitai 
complainingly, "Nitai, you are known as the 
Saviour and the benefactor of the fallen. Am | 
SO fallen that you do not consider me worthy of 
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ith that of Gaura ang 
ot Ss, agaks a the form of pictures? 
Radha-Govin : Wife off all trace of my worthless 
Then why no earth?” The same night he saw in 
Fe ee nas HEY obtained those pictures from 
a dream in Citpura road in Calcutta. In the 
a shop he went to Citpura road and was 
morning hop exactly like the one he 


urprised to see a S ion 
oss seen in the dream. When he went inside 


e was happy to find a picture of 
seni ines rama like the one he had seen in 
Vrndavana. He looked round to see if the picture 
of Radha-Govinda also was there. But he could 
not see it anywhere. Suddenly his eyes fell on 
an almirah, which he had seen in his dream. He 
asked the shop-keeper to see if the picture of 
Radha-Govinda was in that almirah. But the 
shop-keeper said, "There are many other things 
in the almirah, but no pictures. 

Asvani Kumar’s heart was broken and his eyes 
were filled with tears. Suddenly the shop-keeper 
was reminded by some unseen power, as it were, 
that some time before he had received a packet 
of pictures, which he had kept in that almirah 
and had forgotten. He brought the packet out. 
As soon as he opened it, Agvani Kumara saw a 
picture of Radha-Govinda exactly like the one he 
had seen in Vrnddvana. “Here is the picture!", 
both the piotacog’® lumped with joy. He bought 
Retires sida the _ They were not for him simply 

'lal-Gaura and Radha-Govinda 


themselves, who h 
; ad come to i to 
his prayers. him in response 


Four \ 
> fe elapsed since Agsvanl 
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ymara came back from Vrndavana. 
again a oe pertatts s' pce 

siness established and hi 
a grown up and fully capable of votre ede 
themselves and the business, he thought that the 
xarma, Which had remained to be fulfilled, was 
now done and he could finally renounce the world 
and go to Vrndavana. His parents, wife and 
children gave him their consent to do so, because 
he told them that he could not survive longer if 
he stayed out of Vrndavana. He thought that it 
was due to the mercy of Radha-Govinda that his 
going back to Vrndavana was facilitated, because 
they had come to him from Vrndavana to take 
him there along with them. 

The mercy of Radha-Govinda did not stop 
here. They had come to him in the form of 
pictures, because he had so desired. But they 
wanted to be with him in the form of deities, so 
that they could enjoy his prema-seva (loving 
service) more than in the form of pictures. So, 
when he reached Vrndavana, they appeared to 
him in a dream and asked him to worship them 
in the form of deities. They also told him about 
the place, where they were waiting for him in that 
form. He brought the deities from there, built a 
temple for them and duly installed them in it after 
prana-pratista (the rite of bringing life to an idol). 

After prana-pratistha Govinda Ji got his new 
Name, Gopijanavallabha. Asvani-Kumara began 
to serve Gopijanavallabha with love and 
devotion. ' 


His heart 
Since his 


' In 1931 Agvani Kumar’s son Gaura Babi built a beautiful temple 
for Gopijanavallabha in Gopinatha Bagh in Vrndavana, where he 
'S NOW worshipped. 
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After some time he took samnyasa Ciksa tr 
Sri Haricarana Dasa Baba Ji, a disciple of rk 
Gaurakisora Siromani and was nameg é,, 
Krsnacaitanya Dasa. Haricarana Dasa Baba 
advised him to go and do bha/ana in some SOlitar 
place in Vraja. At this time his son Gaura 


i 3 also 
came to live in Vrndavana._ Sri Krsnacaitan a 


Dasa Baba entrusted the Service a 
Gopijanavallabha to him and went to 
Kusumasarovara. He practised bhajang at 
Kusumasarovara for some time and then went to 
Radhakunda. 

While staying in Radhakunda his mind was 


always with Gopijanavallabha. If there Was any 
default or delinquency in the Service of 
Gopijanavallabha, he always came to know about 
it. Once he called Gaura from Vrndavana and 
told him, "You do not pay proper attention to the 
seva of Gopijanavallabha. Do you know that one 
day the bhoga (food offered to the deity) was 
Spoiled on account of a hair that fell into it and 
on another day it was spoiled because the plate, 
in which the bfoga was served, was not properly 
cleaned and a particle of uwchista (remains of meal 
that was eaten) remained in it. On both the days 
the deities had to go without food. Why should 
you be so negligent? You do not seem to have 
full faith. The deity accepts your seva only if 
you have faith, otherwise not." In this connection 
he narrated a story regarding Radhavinoda Ji, the 
deity, whom Rajarsi Banamali Raya Bahadura of 
Tanasa state worshipped in Radhakunda. He 
Said, “During summer Banamali Raya used 10 
employ servants for fanning Aadhavinoda all the 
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hours. A devotee, who had fj 
ganavinoda Was Pleased with that 
ro the temple of Madhavinoda every day before 
tg doors WETS locked and relieved the servants 
at intervals by himself fanning the deities. One 
gay at midnight, when he was pulling the fan, he 
went into sleep and dreamt that Radhavinoda was 
shaking him up and saying, "You are sleeping. | 
am feeling very uncomfortable on account of heat. 
Take me to the kunda (pond)." He seated Vinoda 
Jion his shoulder and began to carry Him towards 
the Auida. But he had a tumor on his shoulder. 
Vinoda Ji said, “What is this on your shoulder? 
it makes me feel uncomfortable." As he said 
this, He cleaned the shoulder with His hand. The 
devotee brought Him to the Aunda, made Him sit 
by its side and himself lay down to sleep near 
by. Just then his sleep was broken and he was 
surprised to find that he was actually lying near 
the kunda. He went to the temple and had 
another surprise. He saw that its doors were 
closed and locked from outside as before. Still 
more surprising was the fact that he felt a 
soothing sensation on his shoulder and when he 
Passed his hand on it, he found that the tumour 
had disappeared.” 
In RAadhakunda Sri Krsnacaitanya Dasa 
Performed a purascarana. Then he went and 
began to live in Candrasarovara. Here again he 
Performed a purascarana. Here he used to 
Perform the parikrama (circumambulation) of 
ovardhana from 3 o’clock in the morning. One 
nd while he was doing parikrama it began to 
N torrentially. He took shelter under a tree. 


rm faith that 
Service, went 


eve ae 
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As he sat down there, a snake hissed from 
hole near by. He kept on sitting and doin 


9 fa 
unscared, because he believed that no animal ¢ 
Vraja ever did any harm to anyone. Fron 


distance someone, whom he could not see. threw 
a blanket over him and said, "Baba! Are YOu no} 
afraid of the snake?!" Run away! It wij bite 
you!" It was a female voice. He had hearg that 
in Vraja some spiritual agencies always helpeg 
and guided the sadhakas. So he thought it was 
a gop/, who had warned him against the snake 
and helped him with the blanket so that he Could 
continue his par/krama in the rain. He toucheg 
the blanket with his forehead as the Sacred 
prasada of the gop/, then covered himself with it 
and resumed parsrikrama. 

In Candrasarovara Sri Krsnacaitanya Dasa 
Baba used to do bha/ana in a kuti inside a house. 
He got so much absorbed in bhajana that he 
would often go into samadhi and remain 
unconscious for hours. Once his guru Sri 
Haricarana Baba went to his kut/ with one 
Sanatana Dasa Baba Ji. The door of the kuti 
was closed from inside. He shouted, "Caitanya! 
Caitanya!" There was no response. After some 
time he again shouted, "“Caitanya! Caitanyal’ 
Again there was no response. Sanatana Dasa 
got anxious about Sri Krsnacaitanya. But 
Haricarana Dasa said, “There is no cause 10! 

anxiety. He often gets so much engrossed in the 
meditation of Krsna-lila that he remains 
unconscious for hours." 


Gradually his absorption in Krsna-lila became 


So intense that he could not live even for a Snot” 
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We without it. But he could 
worded in ///2 all the time because of thes Ba 
He therefore began to prepare for deliverance 
from the body. He called his son Gaura and 
bald, "Look Gaura, you have to arrange for a big 
eleven-day festival. , Every day there shall be 
yirtana and /asa-lila. Bhagavata-saptaha’ shall 
be performed. Many vaisnavas shall be invited. 
proper arrangements shall be made for their 
prasada and lodging. For Kirtana, Kirtaniya 
Bhakticarana Dasa Baba Ji and (for 
Bhagavata-saptaha, Bhagavata-pathaka Sri 
Madhusudana Bhatta Ji shall be invited." 

All arrangements for the celebration were 
made. Candrasarovara put on a festive look and 
for eleven days people continued to pour into it 
from the surrounding villages. On the tenth day 
all the Vrajabasis and Mahatmas, who lived within 
fourteen miles of Candrasarovara, were invited to 
a grand feast. All arrangements for the feast 
were completed. Then suddenly Baba breathed 
his last. Festivity was over and dark clouds of 
grief and dismay cast their shadow over the 
scene. People waited in vain for a long time for 
the reappearance of some kind of sign of life in 
Baba’s body. At last arrangements were made 

for the funeral. His body was carried to the 
Cremation ground for burning. AS soon as the 
body reached there, he was heard saying in lean 
Voice, “Where are you carrying me? Take me 
back to my place." 


' Special type of stage-representation of /7/4 of Sri Krsna 
Prevalent in Vraja. 
Complete reading of Srimad Bhagavatam in seven days. 
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Everyone was surprised and shouts of "Higa, 
Bol" rented the air. Clouds of dismay and despai, 
scattered as suddenly as they had gathereq. Tie 
celebration was concluded with greater rejoic 

Baba had made arrangements for 

vaisnava-seva (distribution of prasada amongst 
the vaisnavas ) on the occasion of his 
deliverance. He had actually left the body and 

gone to Goloka immediately after the 

arrangements for Vaisnava-seva were Completed: 

but he was made to return by Radharani, because 

he had still to play his part in the fulfilment of 

some divine purpose. 

Once a devotee asked Baba, "Does kala (the 
agent of death) attack a devotee in the same 
way, in which he attacks anyone else?" 

Baba replied, “No, not in the same Way. In 
the case of an ordinary person he attacks him, 
when the time of his death comes and takes him 
away irrespective of his will and circumstances. 
But in the case of a devotee, when the time of 
his death comes, he goes and stands before him 
with folded hands and only informs him that his 

time has come. If the devotee does not want to 
go and has the desire to stay on in the world for 
some more time for bhajana, he abides by his 
wish and goes away. Kala is the enemy of a 
non-devotee, but the servant of a devotee. He 
is like the cat; the cat holds its kitten with the 


Same mouth with which she holds the mice. She 


ings. 


1 According to the custom prevailing amongst the Gaudiya ; 
Vaisnavas the passing away of a mahdtmé is celebrated in this 
manner, because he is supposed to have attained the End, 


which is the loving service of Radh&-Krsna in Transcendental — 
Vrndavana. 


a Krsnacaitanya Dasa Baba O55 
kala for the mice but mother for the kitten 

ne eats up the mice, but Carries the kitten io 
place where they are Safer and more 

omfortable.” 

After the above episode, Baba became famous 
nea siddha saint. People began to come to him 
for darsana trom distant places. He felt very 

much disturbed. So one night he quietly shifted 
from his kut7 in Candrasarovara to Sesaéayi. 
From there he went to village Vansi. 

Many people began to request him for diksa, 
but he did not give O/ksa to anyone. At the 
instance of his guru, however, he gave diksa to 
one Syamapada Babi and his wife Radhadasi. 
After that he gave o/ksa to Sri Kumara Sahiba, 
the special magistrate of Govardhana, Kumara 
Sajiaana Prasada Sinha of Govardhana and several 
others. 

When Baba gave d/ksa to Sajjana Sinha and 
his companions, each one of them made some 
offerings to him. Some thieves came to know 
about it. The same night they entered his kuti 
with /ath/s (staff) to rob him of the offerings. 
Baba gave them caranamrta, as he was used to 
do with anyone who visited him. Caranamrta had 
the immediate effect of turning their mind. They 
Were filled with fear and ran away, leaving their 
Shoes and /&athis. 

Baba again began to live in Candrasarovara, 
Where Sri Syamapada and Kumara Sahib had built 
Some rooms for him. In 1930 one Rakhala Dasa 
Kuhdd came to him from Bengal. He said, "Baba, 
there is hardly any sin that | have not committed. 

ow in my old age, when | cannot do anything, 
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the thought haunts my mind that | shall have ; 
go to hell and suffer for all my sins. Tel me 


| can still do something to be saved." 

Baba asked, "Will you go back from here?» 

"No, | do not want to go back. But will 
Radharani keep a sinner like me in her dhama? 

"Why not? Now at this stage you need not do 
anything else. Listen Srimad Bhagavatam once 
and live in Vraja till your end comes, always 
chanting Harinama. Living in Vraja-dhama ig 
itself a great sadhana. Brahma and Uddhava had 
prayed to Sri Krsna for this boon, because they 
considered it to be the highest sadhana, Yoy 
also adopt Vraja-vasa (living in Vraja) as your 
sadhana and be fearless. Radharani will certainly 
have mercy upon you." 

Rakhala Dasa began to live in Vrndavana and 
chant Harinama. He arranged for a 
Bhagavata-saptaha. Soon after the saptaha he 
had the mercy of Radharani. One _ fortunate 
moment, when he was fully alive and conscious 
and was chanting Harinama, he suddenly left this 
world to take shelter under the lotus feet of 
Radharani in her n/tya (eternal) dhama. 

Vrajamohana Dasa Ji of YaSohara, who, after 
taking vesa from Baba, lived in Candrasarovara 
and served him, once asked him for instruction 
in /i/a@-smarana. Baba expressed in this 
connection the views of two great saints of his 

time, who had become. s/ddha through 
lila-smarana. He said, “When Pandita Ramakrsna 
Dasa Baba lived in Balapokhara in Govardhana, 


| went to him and asked for instruction in 


/ila-smarana. He replied, ‘If anyone else had 


oe 


me to give him instruction in ///a-smarana, 
have given him a slap on his cheek.’ | 
od what he meant and did not have the 
sourage to say anything. Li/a-smarana is not 
Sate two devotees went to Jagadisa Dasa 
aba of Kaliyadaha and requested him to give 

m instruction in lila-smarana. Baba talked 
about other things, but did not say a word about 
ijlaesmarana. They went again after a few days 
and made the same request. Again they returned 
disappointed, because Baba parried all questions 
regarding /ila@-smarana. Then they began to 
practise /ila-smarana after taking instruction from 
another mahatma. Next time when they went to 
Baba, they found that he knew everything about 
their Dhajana without their telling him anything 
about it. He asked with a smile, "How is your 
smarana going on?" 

"It is going on, but not very satisfactorily", 
replied the devotees. 

Baba said, "You don’t know. There is no 
smarana without marana (death). One has to 
conquer the body and forget all about it before 
doing /i/a-smarana. One has for all practical 
purposes to die so far as the world Is concerned." 

Sri Krsnacaitanya Dasa Baba was now very 
old. Still he got up at 2 o’clock in the morning, 
bathed in Candrasarovara, even when the weather 
Was coldest, and sat down for bha/ana in his kuti. 
eae pain he was suffering in separation from 
‘ctl ieacadle increasing day by day. He had 
Pe to Radharani once, but was made to return. 

ad not seen Her since then. It was becoming 


aja 


more and more impossible for him 
Her. So he made one more effort 
One day a Brahmin Vrajabasi, 
disciple, suspected that Baba was 
world. The Vrajabasi used to go to Baba’s 
early in the morning every day, after bathin 
Candrasarovara, and say "Jai Radhey!" age 
performed dandavat in front of the kuf7 Babs 
accepted his dandavat by Saying "Jaj Radheyi: 
But that day there was no response from Baba 
As the door of the kut7 was Closed from inside. 
he could not go in. But he repeated “Jai Radhey 
several times. Still there was no response. 
Then he went to a mahaétm4, who lived close 
and expressed to him his anxiety about Baba. 
The mahatma said, "Absence of any response 
from Baba is not a cause for anxiety, because 
Baba is so absorbed in lila that he often goes 
into samadhi and remains unconscious for hours. 
But | saw one extraordinary thing happen this 


h 
to fly to yu 
who was Baba’. 
no More in 


morning. | saw that Baba’s kuti was aglow with 
a Supernatural light such as | had never seen 
before. | do not know what kind of light it was. 


| never saw a lamp in Baba’s cottage. Besides 
| did not hear today the sound of Opening or 
closing the door, which | always do, when Baba 
goes to bathe in Candrasarovara. This certainly 
is some cause for anxiety. But let us wait for 
some time and see whether consciousness returns 
to him or not." | 

After they had waited for long , they shouted 
"Jai Radhey" several times. But there was No 


response. Then they called the villagers. the 
broke open the door of the kuti. On opening we 


a ee eee patel. es . 
etc eee eee Pepi ark, 
. = Se ee Oe ee ae 


nh 

=) 

= 
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they saw that Baba was | in 
oe atts breath was very slow. To bring 

consciousness they started kirtana, which 
jontinued till evening. But Baba’s condition 
remained unchanged. It began to be apprehended 
inat he was breathing his last. Just then the son 
a Gosvam| from Barasana came running with 
pana-b/p! in his hand. He asked, "Where is 
that Bengali Baba, who is about to die?" 

"Baba is inside the kuti," replied the villagers. 

The boy said, "Give this pana-bini to him. 
Radharani has sent it for him. She said to me 
ina dream yesterday night: "| gave dargana to 
the Bengali Baba of Candrasarovara, because he 
was unable to bear my viraha (separation). But 
his mortal frame could not bear my darsgana. He 
is about to die. You go and give this pana-bini 
to him. It is my prasaa/. It will prevent his 
death." 

As soon as the pana-bini was pushed into 
Baba’s mouth, he regained consciousness. He 
said, "Jai Radhey!" and sat up. But he remained 
in a state of odivyonmada (divine madness) for 
several months. _ He would in a fit of emotion 
sometimes laugh, sometimes weep and sometimes 
fall unconscious on the ground. 

People thought that he had gone mad. They 
fook him to the Gwalior temple in 
Kusuma-sarovara for treatment. In Gwalior temple 
food used to be served on behalf of the brother 
of the Raja of Gwalior. As soon as Baba reached 
there he said, "I will not eat Raja’s food. Take 


of 


1 : 
‘ roll of betel-leaf with bits of betel-nut, lime and catechu to 
be Chewed. 
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me back from here." 
He was brought back to Candrasarovar, 


Gradually his oO/vyonmada subsided. Radhara,: 
had once again foiled his attempt to leave fe 
body, because she wanted to keep him alive a 
some more time to serve as a beacon light to 
the fallen souls and show them the path of bhakt; 
by example and precept. 

At last the time came when Radharani Wanted 
to accept him in Her service. Baba came to know 
about it. He thought he should go and meet alj 
the people, who were dear to him. So he went 
to Sesasayi, Vansi and other Villages, Stayed 
there for some time and came back. On returning 
he said to Vrajamohana D4sa, "This time | told 
everyone while coming back that that was my last 
meeting with them. They were very much 
aggrieved. But what could | do?" 

In the year 1940 on Kartika Krsna Astami, 
Baba left the body finally to take shelter under 
the lotus-feet of Radharani. His samadhi was 


laid in Candrasarovara. 


CHAPTER Xxv1 


The Blind Baba Ji 
of Madanatera 


Vrndavana in a kut/ near Madanamohan’s 

temple a blind Baba Ji. No one knew 
his name. But people called him 
Madana-tera-vale Baba (Baba of Madana-tera), 
because he lived mostly in the seclusion of 
Madana-tera. Early in the morning, after bathing 
in the Yamuna, he used to go and hide himself 
inthe bowers of Madana-tera. He remained there 
till evening, all the time remembering 
Radha-Krsna and their ///a, and shedding tears in 
their remembrance. In the evening he went to 
the temple of Govinda Ji, spoke to him and wept. 
After returning from there he took madhukari trom 
three or four houses, ate and slept. But his tears 
never stopped. 
lt was because of weeping continuously that 
he lost his eyesight. He was not sorry for it, 
because the eyes with which he could not see 
Krsna were of no use to him. 
_ But now Baba had been weeping for 40 years. 
Life was about to end and the utmost limits of 


f bout eighty years ago there lived in 


t 
he area Surrounding Madanamohan’s temple. 
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his patience were crossed. The Pain 
separation became unbearable. Sometimes Of 
account of that he fell unconscious and kept | On 
on the ground amidst the trees for hours. Fone 
was no one to attend to him, no one to eviuaee 
sympathy with him. The twittering of smaj ee 
and the calls of the cuckoos and peacocks ne 


to awaken him, but in vain. 
When the pain of separation becomes 


unbearable to the Obhakta, it also becomes 
unbearable to Bhagavan. Radha and Krsna coulg 
no more remain in separation from Baba. One, 
while taking a stroll, they came to Madana-terg 


where Baba was weeping under a tree. 

Radha said to Krsna, “Pyare (beloved), Baba 
is always weeping. Why not make him laugh a 
little?" 

Krsna went to Baba and said, "Baba, why are 
you weeping? Has some one beaten you or 
deprived you of something?" 

"Oh no! You go away." 
in rage. 

"Baba, | shall bring you roti or chacha 
(butter-milk) or whatever you want. But you 
should not weep," again said Krsna entreatingly. 

"CO cowherd! Go and tend your cows. Why 
have you come here to trouble me?" Baba turned 
his face from Krsna as he said this. 

Krsna went back and said to Radha, “Baba 
He only weeps and weeps. 


said the blind Baba 


does not listen. 
Radha said, “Pyare, you couldn't. See, hom 
| make him laugh." 
"Baba, why 0° 


She went to Baba and said, 


op 0 ai es Sa 


eep? Have you lost your wife?" 

you aba laughed and said, "Lali, | never had a 

ls see, SO you weep because you have no 

ne, whom you can regard as you own," said 
aadha in a tone of deep sympathy. 

Baba said grievously, "No Lali, | do not weep . 
for that. | weep because those who are mine 
have forgotten me.” 

"Who are they Baba?" 

“_ali you do not know. One of them is the 
heartless SON of Nanda, who always tempts and 
tantalizes but never shows Himself; and the other, 
Oh! what shall | say about Her, Lali? The other 
ig Radha, who has also become heartless in His 
company.- 

Radha felt grievously hurt in the tendermost 
corner of her heart. 

"Me, Me, heartless!" She burst out. Then 
trying to conceal Herself She said, "Baba, my 
name also is Radha. Tell me what you want.” 

"What should | say, Lali? What can | want 
except their darsana." 

"Baba, you are very simple. You do not know 
that you cannot see them even if they give you 
darsana, because you have no eyes.” 

"Lali, you are simple, not |. You do not know 
that | will get back my eye-sight as soon as they 
louch my eyes with their lotus hands." 

Radha could not restrain herself anymore. 
a touched one eye of Baba with her lotus hand, 
Kee touched the other. Immediately Baba’s 
Ye-sight was restored. He saw both, Radha and 
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Krsna, the twin divinities of his heart, Stand; 

before him in all their resplendent beauty 2 
looking at him lovingly and mercifully. He a 
so overwhelmed with joy and emotion that he ta 


unconscious. 
The whole night he lay unconscious. Next 


morning some people, who were out on parikrams 
of Vrndavana recognized him. They took him in 
his unconscious state to the temple 6, 
Madana-mohana. The Gosvami of the temple 
understood that it was some experience of the 
Divine that had made Baba unconscious. He 
asked everyone to surround him and perform 
kirtana. The sound of k/rtana gradually brought 


him back to consciousness. 
Gosvami Ji then took him aside. After 


rendering necessary service and making him feel 
at home, he asked him what had made him 
unconscious. He narrated the whole story in 
broken words with tears incessantly streaming out 


of his eyes. 
Baba’s life-long desire was fulfilled. But even 


then his tears did not stop. He wept even more 
and more. Naturally so, because the separation 
after meeting is more painful than separation 
before meeting. Not being able to bear the 
separation after his meeting with Radha-Krsna for 
long, he left the physical body to meet them in 
his spiritual body in transcendental Vrndavana. 
One might wonder why, if Radharani is really 
so kind, she kept Baba weeping for 40 years? 
Could she not appear before him earlier? She 
could. But could Baba really see Her then? She 
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g not made of flesh and bones, which our eyes 
1 see: She is made of love, She is Love 

arsonified. In order to see Her, one must have 
ine eyes of love. Love does not develop in a 
neart, winch 1S Impure. The heart has to be 
purified by sadhana. The best sadhana is 
weeping In separation. The tears that flow in 
remembrance of Radha and Krsna wash away all 
sins and offences (aparadhas), and the fire of 
separation that burns in the heart consumes the 
wild growth of all sorts of worldly desires. It is 
then that the ground is prepared for the seed of 
love to Sprout and grow. When the seed grows 
and blossoms. Radha and Krsna cannot remain 
indifferent. They are automatically drawn to it 
by its fragrance. 


CHAPTER xxyy, 


fter my _ Spiritual Master Srj 4p 
Bhakti-siddhanta:Gare¢g aes 
amen asvati Gosvami 

Maharaja had passed away, | was in 
reat distress. Though | knew that his 
penedictory hand was still on me, | felt that 
without his living presence | was like an orphan. 
There was no one to whom | could go for succour, 
guidance or inspiration. My wife was in greater 
distress, because she had only received Harinama 
trom him. She was to be given proper initiation 
on some auspicious day later. But he passed 
away before that auspicious day came. 
We used to go to Vrndavana in search of a 
Siddha Mahatma, whom we could accept as our 
spiritual guide or guardian. Once | asked an old 
saint in Vrndavana, “Is there a siddha saint In 
Vrndavana at present, a spiritual phe i 
whom one could go to charge his ba ee 

ot discharged? 

whenever it became weak OF 9 
“Of course!" he replied, M2. enanaedr at 
Sti Gauranga Dasa Baba Jl 
Ramanareti?" 
"No it : to 
i en coming 
Then what have you be 
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Vrndavana for? He is the only siddha saint in 
Vrndavana at present. He is most unostentatious 
and humble. But the spiritual treasure behind hig 
simplicity can hardly escape the eyes of ag 
discerning sadhaka. You must go and see him 

My wife and | went to see him the same 

evening. We saw a fair-coloured, attractive 
looking sadhu of about sixty, sitting all alone jn 
his room and doing /apa. His eyes were wet, 
his face was radiant and a heavenly peace 
seemed to reign on and around him. It appeared 
from his eyes that love, which filled his heart up 
to the brim was spilling out through the eyes, 
He cast a tender look at us, as if to draw us 
close to his heart and give us a loving embrace. 
We felt that we had found the guardian, the great 
saint we were looking for. Our hearts melted and 
tears began to stream out of our eyes. 

Baba could understand that we were in 
distress. He said affectionately, “If there is 
anything that afflicts you, do not worry. Go and 
tell your tale to a kKa/pataru over there (he pointed 
out the neema trees in his a4srama). Every tree 
in Vrndavana is a ka/pataru. \f you embrace it 
and speak out your heart to it, it listens and 
helps. There is nothing it cannot help you with. 
It can even present to you the most cherished 
objects of your heart — Radha and Krsna, if you 
so desire." 

Baba continued, “Listen, | will give you am 
example. A young boy, aspiring after the darsana 
of Krsna, renounced the world and went 0 


Vrndavana. Although he came of a high family 


Sri Gauranga Dasa Baba jj 
Brass Brough Upy Inehieury, nea 

Ji and lived in utter seclus; — ecame a Baba 
practised bha/ana through 
in the evening he went o 
for PEE He used to penance 
wearing Only a lion-cloth of gunny a “naked, 
morning, when the weather was drizzi : Winter 
to shiver with cold. Since y, he began 


there was n 
shelter in the forest, he sat inside the Area 


an old tree and began to Meditate on Krsna and 
shed tears in His remembrance. After some time 
he heard a voice coming from another tree in 
front of him. That tree said to the tree under 
which Baba was sitting, "Look, a mahatma has 
taken shelter under you. Show mercy on him." 


"Why not you show mercy?" replied the other 
tree. 


Then from the tree in front came down a 
peacock and stood before Baba with its wings 
unfurled. Then another peacock came down and 
stood beside the first peacock in the same manner 
with its wings unfurled. Then another and then 
another till a semi-circle of peacocks was formed 
round Baba. And the next moment he saw 
standing before him in the midst of the peacocks 
Sri Krsna Himself,with a peacock feather on His 
Crown, the flute held in His hands near His mouth 
and a bewitching smile on His lips.’ 
| was thrilled! Gauranga Dasa Baba Ji did 
not name the young Baba, who was thus blessed 
with the vision of Sri Krsna by the mercy of the 
kalpatarus of Vrndavana. But as | came fo know 
later, the story related to no other person than 


O a nearby Village 
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himself. Therefore, as Baba described the 
of Krsna standing before him amiden aa 
peacocks, he seemed to see it and go a 
trance. But somehow he collected himself : 
said, "So you see how powerful and merase 
the kKa/patarus of Vrndavana. If you go and = 
to them, they would give you what you waren 
My wife said, "Baba, if | go to a kalpata 
there is only one thing | shall pray for. | im 
say — Give me the guru | want. But since | hee 
found in you the guru | want, why should | ; 
to the Ka/pataru and not pray to you disco 
Would you not kindly give me a/ksa and accept 
me as your sisya?’ 


"Lali, you are mine,” replied Baba 
affectionately. 
"And what about me Baba,” | asked excitedly. 


"You are both mine," said Baba, looking at 
me with deep affection. 

“But Baba, | am already initiated by Sri Srimad 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja’ 

"So what? He is your a/ksa Guru, | am your 
Siks@ guru. You should regard the a/ksa guru 
and siksa@ guru as one.’ 

My problem was solved. Baba gave me the 
best of his love and blessings and in the few 
remaining years of his life | remained in close 
contact with him. 

Gauranga Dasa Baba Ji's earlier name was 
Dhirendra Natha Cakravarti. He was born in an 
aristocratic Brahmin family in Cangripota, a village 
about ten miles from Calcutta. His father St! 
Bhipendra Natha was a rich landlord. 


He sent 
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nirendra and his younger brother Phanindra to 
arjeeling for better education. 


phirendra passed the entrance examination in 
first division from Darjeeling. He was then 
admitted into the Sanskrit College in Calcutta. 
phanindra was also admitted into the Sanskrit 
college after passing the entrance examination. 
their elder brother Narendra was already a 
student of Sanskrit College. Phanindra and 
Narendra had come under the influence of Jyotin 
Mukerjee, the great revolutionist, who was called 
Banga-kesari (the lion of Bengal) by the people 
of Bengal and was killed fighting against the 
British in BaleSvara. They were engaged all the 
time in revolutionary activities. Both of them had 
taken leading part in Pabana dacoity case. 
Narendra was arrested. Phanindra swam across 
the Bay of Bengal and reached China through 
Burma to collect arms for the revolutionaries. 
The fire of revolution was blazing in the heart 
of Dhirendra as well. But it was not ordinary 
revolution against a ruler or a government. lt 
was revolution against Maya, the ruler of rulers. 
Dhirendra was blessed plentyfully with all the 
good things that Maya could give — rich heritage, 
good health, attractive personality, sharp 
intelligence, all the best facilities for good 
education and the possibility of a prosperous 
future career. But all these seemed to him to 
fade into insignificance in the absence of the One 
Thing that really matters and that gives meaning 
lo everything else. He was determined to 


Sacrifice everything for that One Thing. But he 


272 The Saints of Vrajia 


badly needed a guide or a guru, who could | 
him up to it. 

Sister Nivedita, a disciple of SVamq 
Vivekananda, loved Dhtrendra very much. S 
once took him to Svamt Brahmanahda of Belura 
Matha for initiation, but Brahmananda Opineg 
"This boy is going to be a great Vaisnava and 
his O/ksa-guru will be a siddha vaisnava." 

Dhirendra began to look for a siddha-vaisnay, 
saint. While studying in the Sanskrit College he 
used to go from Cangripota to Calcutta by train. 
One day, while he was going to Calcutta, he met 
a va/snava in the train. He asked the vaisnava, 
“Have you come across a siddha vaisnava saint? 

“Yes, | have. Have you not heard of Sri Rama 
Dasa Baba Ji Maharaja?" He is the only Siddha 
vaisnava | have known. | have seen such 

asta-satvika bhavas appear on his body at the 
time of xk/rtana as | have neither seen nor heard 
anywhere else. Rama Dasa Baba Ji is the 
disciple of Sri Radharamana Carana D4dsa Baba 
JI Maharaja, whose miracles, like making a tree 
dance in Samkirtana, bringing back to life a 
corpse ready to be burnt on the funeral pyre, 
granting Krsna-prema to people by his mere 
embrace and many others, are very well known 
all over Bengal and Orissa." 
"You mean Bane Baba Ji Maharaja?" 
"Yes, Bane Baba Ji, as he is generally called.’ 
“| have certainly heard many stories about his 
Supernatural powers, including the power {0 
transform the life of persons by his mere sight 


or touch. Kindly tell me where his disciple Rama 


€aq 
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paba Ji lives." 
45a ‘ : 
pa iHe lives at present in Kolhatol 
Sri Motilala Seal." 
of that day Dhirendra did not gO to the colle 
e went straight to Seal's lodge: He saw a sete 
wearing ‘i plein tes and holding a mala-jhol7 
‘osaty7bag) In nis hand, sauntering in the 
jeranda. The Saints: sharpteyess were ticaquen 
him. It appeared as if he was trying to peep 
into. the innermost corner of his heart, as if he 
nad found someone, who was his own and whom 
ne had been looking for all these days. 
phirendra also felt that he had found the soul of 
nis soul, the guru he was looking for. Still he 
said within himself, “Gurudeva! lf you are really 
my guru, kindly let me know that by throwing your 
garland round my neck." Just then the saint 
garlanded Dhirendra with the garland he was 
wearing. Dhirendra fell at his feet and broke into 
tears saying, "“Gurudeva, ha, Gurudeva!" 
Gurudeva picked him up, gave him a loving 
embrace and said, "Do not worry, | am yours and 


you are mine." 

On an auspicious day, Dhirendra was duly 
initiated by Rama Dasa Baba Ji Maharaja. As 
soon as he heard the d/ksa-mantra, he went into 
samadhi (deep meditation), which continued for 
about eight hours. In the state of samadhi he 
Saw his real self (svaripa), a beautiful girl of 
eleven or twelve, with golden radiance emanating 
from her body, carrying flowers for adorning the 
hair of Radharani. 

It Now became difficult for Dhirendra to live 


a in the lodge 
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epee ay after day he wou 

Woe soa but intatent a sane 

be college he would go to Seal's lodge ae 

sit at his feet, listen hari-katha from him and 
attend his soul-stirring and heart-melting kirtans. 

Still, he passed the intermediate examination 

in first division. He was admitted into the 
Scottish Church College in BLA. © Patt Gia 
Scottish Church College he stood out prominently 
as a versatile genius. He was brilliant and hag 
wonderful memory. He could retain angq 
reproduce exactly whatever he heard once. He 
topped in the terminal examinations of his class. 
He was a good foot-ball player and played on 
behalf of the most reputed football teams of 
Calcutta. He was a good wrestler too. He once 
surprised everyone by defeating in wrestling a 
Japanese wrestler, who had come to the college 
to demonstrate his wrestling feats. Above all, he 
had an ideal character and was_ thoroughly 
religious. His English teacher fondly called him 
Master Puritan. 

His religious leanings were noted by his 
parents. They apprehended that he might run 
away from home and become a sadhu. So they 
tried to marry him as early as possible. 

One day, when Dhirendra was sitting in the 
drawing room of his house, a gentleman peeped 
in. From his dress and demeanour Dhirendra 
could guess that he was a rich man and had 
come to his house for the first time. The 
gentleman inquired, "Is Bhipendra Babu in?” 

"Yes," replied Dhirendra. 


x Gauranga Dasa Baba Jj 
ér ars 
chen looking closely and affect 
airendta he said, “Aren't you Bhipe 
4 phirendra?” 
s phirendra sensed that perhaps he had com 
with 2 matrimonial proposal which concerned nth 
; said, "No, what have you 
pnirendra?” : 
"| have come with a proposal regarding my 
jaughter’s marriage with him!" 
"But Dhirendra is no more. He is dead." 
"Dead?! What happened to him! Bhipendra 


gabu wrote to me only the other day asking me 
io come and see him." 


"HWe died of cholera yesterday!" 

"Oh! what a tragedy! I! would like to meet 
Bhupendra Babu.” 

"We jis not in a mood to meet any one in his 
bereavement.” The gentleman returned sad and 
disappointed. 

But Dhirendra was alarmed. He thought that 
a plan was under foot to tie him with the fetters 
of Maya. He was determined to renounce the 
world and take shelter under the lotus feet of Sri 
Gurudeva, before the plan matured. The same 
night he sneaked away from home and the next 
morning surrendered himself completely at the 
feet of Gurudeva. Gurudeva sent him to 

Samaja-bani, Navadvipa, to do bhajana under the 
guidance of Lalita Dasi, another sidaha disciple 
of Sri Radharamana Carana Dasa Baba Ji. 
Bhipendra Babu had already sent his men all 
found in search of Dhirendra. As soon as he 
Came to know that he was In Samaja-banl In 


Onately at 
Ndra Babii’s 


to do with 


Navadvipa, he reached there with Hajarj Babu 

police inspector and two constables to bring hi 

home with their help, if necessary. 

First he left the police outside ang went | 
alone. He tried to persuade Dhirendra in In 
possible manner to return home. When al = 
attempts failed, he turned back to call the astee 

But he had hardly gone a few steps, wher Bs 

returned looking all round in bewilderment eS 

saying, “Oh! Where, where have YOU gone gx 
soon as you came? Will | not have your ee 
again?" @ 

Lalita Dast had been watching him all along 
She said, "Whom are you looking for?" | 
‘That tall Baba Ji with light radiating from his 

face. He followed me and patted me on the back 
When | turned around he embraced me and. 
(his throat was choked with emotion, and he 
continued in staccato)... and a shiver passed 
through my_ spine. He..., he looked at me 
tenderly with tears in his eyes, and... and Said, 
“Bhupen, how long would you continue under the 
illusion that things, which do not really belong to 
you, are yours and suffer untold misery on their 
detachment? You do not know that Dhirendra is 
mine!" Oh! his... his magic touch! It seems to 
have completely disillusioned me. Where... 
Where is he? | feel so distressed without his 
Carsana." 

Lalita Dasi said, "Come, | shall take you to 
him." She took him to the life size statue of Srl 
Radhadramana Carana Dasa Deva in Samajabanl 
and said, “See, isn’t he the same Baba Ji?’ 
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“yes, it is he!” said Bhapendra Baba. 


H 
at his feet and mumbled god Knows red 
while tears flowed incessantly from hi : 


S eyes. He 
was now a changed man. His illusion had gone 
He had realized that his claim on Dhirendra was 


false: Dhirendra belonged to his guru and guru’s 
yr and the path he had chosen was the only 
right path for the discriminating person, whose 
eyes had opened. He returned home peacefully, 
leaving Dhirendra under the care of his gurus. 
After some time Dhirendra went to Vrndavana 
with the permission of his guru and began to do 
phajana under the guidance of Siddha Sri 
Jagadisa Dasa Baba Ji of Kaliyadaha as his siksa 
gu. <Jagadisa Dasa Baba Ji affectionately 
called him "Gopala." Jagadi§a Dasa Baba JI had 
become s/ddha by practising astakalina /ila 
smarana. He did not usually initiate anyone into 
this kind of bha/ana, because he thought that only 
the sadhakas who had risen above 
body-consciousness, were eligible for it. But he 
found in Dhirendra a sadhaka, who was eminently 
qualified for it. Therefore he readily initiated him. 
Dhirendra used to be absorbed all the time in 
_Lila-smarana, though outwardly he only seemed 
10 be loitering about on the bank of the Yamuna 
Or in the forests. Sometimes people said to 
Jagadi$a Dasa Baba, "Your Gopala does not do 
any bhajana. He only loiters about like a lunatic.” 
Jagadig$a Dasa replied, "What Gopala does is the 
bhajana of the highest order. He cannot do 
“anything except bha/ana." 
One evening, when Dhirendra was sitting by 
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the side of Jagadisa Dasa Baba, the latt 

suddenly exclaimed, "See, see, Gopala! Rama ay 

Krsna returning from the forest with the Sohne, 

Oh! How beautiful they look." ! 

Dhirendra said dolefully, “Il do no; 
anything Baba.* 

Jagadisa Dasa paused a little, then Pattin 
him on the cheek, said blessingly, "You wij See 
Go, | have said, you will see." 

After some time Jagadisa Dasa Baba askeg 

Dhirendra to study the sastras and do bhajana 
under the guidance of Pandita Ramakrsna Dasa 
Baba. During those days Pandita Baba lived in 
Syama Kuti near Kusuma-sarovara, Dhirendra 
began to live in a kuti near Gvalapokhara, at 
some distance from Syama Kuti. Every afternoon 
he went to Pandita Baba and studied the Sastras 
from him. He made intensive study of Srimag 
Bhagavatam, Satasamdarbha and a number of 
other bhakti-Sastras. At this time he also learnt 
by heart all the ban/-granthas (books of verses) 
in Vraja-bhasa (language of Vraja) pertaining to 
the divine ///@ of Radha-Krsna. He became 
famous as a Pandita, well-versed in the sdastras 
and in Vraja-sahitya (the literature of Vraja). 

On the bidding of Pandita Baba he started 
giving discourses on bhakti-Sastras in front of 
Syama-Kuti every evening. Mahatmas used to 
come even from distant places to listen to his 
discourses, which used to be learned as well as 
intensely emotional and inspiring. e 

After some time, again on Pandita Baba § 


bidding, he went to his Diksa Guru, Rama Das@ 


See 
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. Ji and got himself initiated into Valsnava 
B yaee After samnyasa he was Named 
ET saga Dasa. As Samnyasi7 his Only 
Eitecsions were a kaupina,’ 
os 


bahirvasa and 
ht inside some 
tion and came 
he evening for 


in a dream that from a 
lace near his kut7 an image of Giriraja was 
pia 


ing him and saying, "Take me to your kuti, | 
Rees ici your service." Next morning when he 
ae to that place, he saw that some people had 
“a d digging a well. On digging only two or 
a a beautiful image of Giriraja appeared. 
sags ‘Daca Saw that it was the same image, 
. appeared to him in the dream. He at 
lifted and clasped it and took it to his kuti. 
“- began to serve Giridhari with his body, 
mind and soul. But how could the nee 
the ascetic Gauranga Dasa and luxurious ae . 
last long? Gauranga Dasa Wet i 
anything from anyone except ma a 
there was no end to the demands ree ra 
He would ask for silken” dress, ee Sen 
golden crown, and the choicest oo Le 
Sweets and what not. Gauranga Pe 
spend all his time in catering ee 
hardly any time left for oo spat 
In this plight he went to oe = Selanne 
"Verything to Jagadig¢a Dasa Ba 


ivities. 
14 Small piece of cloth worn over the pr 
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you tell me, whether | should obey you and SPeng 
all my time in astakalina-lila-smarana or Obe 


Giridhari and spend all my time in fulfilling i 
never-ending demands?" 

Jagadisa Baba said, "With folded hands you 
express to Giridhari your inability to serve Him 
and go and leave Him on the Govardhana hill. 
You should yourself follow the path of abstinence 
and bhajana shown by Sri Ripa and Sri 
Sanatana." 

Gauranga Dasa did likewise. 

Sanatana Gosvami followed the path of severe 
abstinence and self-restraint. Merely to keep 
soul and body together, he ate bDat/ (ball of 
wheat-flour, slightly flattened and baked) without 
even salt and offered the same to his deity Srj 
Madanamohana in bhoga. 

One day, Madanamohana said to him, 
"Sanatana, | find it difficult to swallow your 
saltless balls of flour. At least give me some 
salt with them." 

Sanatana said, "Prabhu, you are asking for 
salt today, tomorrow you may ask for daa/a, 
vegetables, sweets and other things. Where shall 
| find them? | am a Baba Ji, living barely on a 
handful of flour obtained in madhukari. \f | begin 
to collect all those things, when shall | have time 
for smarana? lf you want better service, you 
should make arrangements for it yourself.” 

Madanamohana had to make his own? 
arrangements. He actuated a _ businessman 
named Rama Dasa Kapoor to build a magnificent 


temple for Him and make all other arrangements 
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ch service aS He desired. Sanatana did 
of raf on the premises of the new temple even 
cae gay. He entrusted the seva (service) of 
adanamohana to a pujari and began to live 
arately; devoting all his time to smarana. 

A lower end has sometimes to be sacrificed 
for the higher. Sanatana Gosvami and Gauranga 
pasa Baba Ji sacrificed lower service of the deity 
with physical body and materials on the mundane 
plane, to higher service with spiritual body (siddha 
jena) and materials on the transcendental plane 
in smarana. 

Gauranga Dasa Baba _ Ji’s-~ vairagya 
(indifference to the body and its requirements) 
became so intense that he was some times totally 
unconscious of the body. He also could not live 
at one place for long. He lived mostly in the 
forests, sometimes under one tree, sometimes 
under another. In the evening he went to some 
nearby village for madhukar/. Sometimes instead 
of going for madhukari he contented himself by 
eating leaves or whatever wild fruits he could find 
in the forest. Sometimes he would even go 
without food for several days. Some times the 
Vrajabasis would see him lying almost 
unconscious under a particular tree for days 
logether. They would then offer food to him 
under the tree. But so deep was his absorption 
In fifa at that time that he would neither feel 
hunger nor thirst and the food brought by the 
Vrajabasis would remain untouched. He would 


= not know whether he had clothes on his body 
Not. 


sep 


Ja 


Once, when he was in a half-conscious st 

he went to a village for madhukari. @ne ae 
ladies, who usually gave him madhukarj. cee 
the door of her house as soon as she saw ae 
Another did the same, when he reached her ea 
Yet another shouted angrily, "You mad Baba ma 
get away from here." Gauranga Dasa wondere, 
why the ladies of Vraja, who loved him like soa 
son and gave him madhukari with pleasure, eae 
suddenly turned hostile to him. It was only When 
some street urchins began to throw brick-bats on 
him that he regained consciousness and realized 
that he was stark naked. 

lt was in this state of od/vyonmada (divine 
madness) that he was blessed with the vision of 
Sri Krsna amidst the peacocks. 

Once in winter Gauranga Dasa Ji was lying 
under a tree in Padara-vana near Barasana, 
deeply absorbed in ///a-smarana. A cobra came 
crawling and climbed over his chest. He kept 
sitting for sometime on the chest with head raised 
and hood expanded. Vrajabasis, who had come 
to the forest to pasture the cows, ‘shouted, “Baba, 
oh Baba! There is a cobra sitting upon your 
chest!" Baba opened his eyes. On seeing the 
cobra, he thought that Ananta Deva had come to 
bless him. He folded his hands to pay respects 

to Him and prayed for his blessings. The cobra 
bent its head, as if to bless him, and glided away. 

The blessings soon bore fruit. Gauranga 
Dasa went to Vrndavana for the darsana o 
Jagadi$a Dasa Baba. At night, after massaging 


his feet, he slept on the ground near his bed. 
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4disa Dasa Baba was perhaps reminded of 
Jagr gsurance to him that he would one day see 
DF a tiles Perhaps he thought that the time for 
KI" eulfilment of the pledge had come. So he — 


avinglY planted his foot on the chest of Gauranga 

7asa- As soon as he did this, Gauranga Dasa 
negan to feel as if his third eye had opened, as 
if a flood-gate was suddenly opened and the 
stream Of Krsna-lila started flowing freely into his 
heart. 

From that time onwards Gauranga Dasa had 
direct perception (Saksatakara) of Krsna-lila and 
swam freely as it were in the ocean of rasa 
(transcendental bliss). 

We have said before that the mahatmas of 
Vraja liked very much Gauranga Dasa to read 
and explain to them the holy books relating to 
the /i/a of Radha-Krsna, particularly Vrndavana 
Mahimamrta and Radha-rasa-sudhanidhi. They 
always looked eagerly for an opportunity to listen 
to his patha. 

But not only the mahatmas, the thakurs ot 
Vrndavana also loved to hear his pafha. In 1922, 
on the insistance of the Vrajabasis of 
Svamigrama, Gauranga Dasa Jl discoursed on 
Vindivana Mahimamrta for 20 days in a temple 
of Svamigrama. After finishing the pafha on the 
20th day, he decided to go elsewhere next 
Morning. But the same night the Thakura of the 
‘emple said to the pu/ari in a dream, "| like 
‘auranga Dasa Baba’s patha very much. Ask 
- on my behalf to continue the patha for five 

© days." The pujar7 conveyed this to Baba. 


Pa 
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Baba continued the patha for seven More jo NO 
= Once Baba decided to say Hari-katha oe | a 
village for five days and leave for Some es pe Ka 
place on the sixth day. On the fifth day Othe, in? G2 
he had finished the Katha, he saw in a eS d 
night that he had gone out for Madhukarj an at oun 
\ illage At each door he found Radha and ae in 
waiting for nim. They vied with each Oe naa” 
giving madhukar/ to him and said amusin ‘. A 
"Take Baba, take. Take from me, take from a gad® 
He dropped the idea of going away from % in fr 
village the next day, because he thought “ yath 
should stay for some more time in the Village . she 
which the twin divinities of his heart vied ine gliké 
each other in giving madhukari to him. S nit 
In 1924 Pandita Ramakrsna Dasa Baba Shifted upe 


from Govardhana to Vrndavana and began to live ihe 
in Dau-Ji-Ki-bagicl, in which the Vrndavana 


° . ° ) | 
Research Institute is now situated. Gauranga ne 
Dasa Baba also began to live in Vrndavana in a he 


cottage in Shahajahanpur-Ki-bagici, very near He 
Dau-Ji-Ki-bagici. While living there, every 


evening, after returning from madhukari, he used Me 
to read out Adadha-rasa-sudha-nidhi to the i 
kalpatarus around his cottage. One day he | 

returned late after madhukari. Because it had ' 


become dark, he went inside his cottage and lay 
down. Soon after he heard someone knocking at 
the door. As soon as he came out he heard a 
voice coming from the adjoining tree: "Gauranga 
Dasa, will you not read Radha-rasa-suaha-niah! 
today?" Gauranga Dasa replied, "Maharaja, | am 
sorry | returned late from madhukari. \t is now 


yranga Vasa Dava vi 285 
Ga 
ri 


you know |! have no lamp or candle." 


gatk no, go inside and see. There is a candle 
S anteh box in a corner of your room," said 

an ru. 

neil Dasa went inside. He actually 
“ss a candle and a match box there. 

foun diately he lighted the candle and read out 

im gnaerasa-suana-nidht 


AS enjoined by Pandita Baba, Gauranga Dasa 
gaba started the katha of Vrndavana-mahimamrta 
n front of his asrama in Dau-Ji-Ki-bagici. His 
i was always appreciated by the learned and 
the illiterate, the sadhus and the non-sadhus 
alike. But there was now an additional attraction 
init. The asfa-satvika-bhavas constantly attended 
upon him at the time of katha. As he recited 
the slokas relating to the beauty of blissful, 
spiritual Vrndavana and the /ila of Radha-Krsna, 
tears constantly flowed from his eyes. The ///a 
he described sometimes became manifest to him. 
He would be completely lost in it and the pafha 
would remain suspended till he was again able 
fo speak. Mahatmas and the bhaktas from all 
over Vraja used to come to listen to his kathd. 
The supernatural character of the katha can 
be understood from some stories, which some 
aged people, who had the good fortune of 


attending the katha, even now relate with warmth 
and devotion. 


oH, While the Katha was going on, people 
o ite lowers of attractive shape falling from 
With “d on the site of Katha. Every one looked 

‘Prise at Pandita Baba, as if to ask him 


Ja 


with surprise at Pandita Baba, as if to ag, 
to explain the phenemen Pandita Baba Sai 

“Don’t be surprised. Gauranga Dasa is deliverin. 
kathaé and the gods are showering flowers at ifs, 

At the time of Katha a serpent used to com 

and lie near the boundary wall of the aSrama. * 
crawled away as soon as the katha was ove, 

One of the branches of a Nima tree hung go 

low at the spot of the kafha that it became dark 
a little before sunset and the Katha had to be 
stopped earlier. Everybody wished that the 
branch were not there. One day, when the katpg3 
was not going on, the branch fell by itself, 

Like any other siddha mahdatmda, Gauranga 
Dasa Baba Ji had supernatural powers to perform 
miracles, but he never wanted to use them. 
Sometimes, however, he was placed in a 
situation, which compelled him to exercise those 
powers. Once he went to Calcutta for the 
dargana of Gurudeva. Gurudeva asked him to 
speak on the power of Hari-nama at a function 
specially arranged by the elite of Calcutta. 
Speaking at length on the supernatural powers of 

Hari-nama, he said, “There is nothing that 
Hari-nama cannot do. It can even bring the dead 
back to life." In this connection he gave the 
example of Sri Radha-Ramana Caranadasa Baba 
Ji, who once created great sensation in Calcutta 
by bringing back to life a Marvari lady, whose 
corpse was going to be cremated on the bank of 
Ganga, by chanting Hari-nama. Just when 


Gauranga Dasa Baba JI was saying this, the dead 


him 


body of a bird fell before him from the branch of 
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eo) prove what he was saying? He could see 
7 challenge written upon the face of each one 
d ine audience. He was deeply stirred. His 
‘eactiOn to the challenge was abnormal. While 
‘elating his experience in this connection, he once 


said to the author, “Usually when | saw anyone 


in distress, | invoked the Lord. But this time | 
did not invoke the Lord. | could not tolerate that 
Hari-nama should be disgraced like this. | said 


io myself, ‘No, this can never happen’ and | felt 
inat automatically my heart went out to the bird 
and injected life into it. The bird fluttered and 
flew. The next day the episode came out in the 
Calcuttaznewspapers. Someone reported it to 
Baba Maharaja (Rama Dasa Baba Ji); Baba 
Maharaja said to me reproachfully, ‘Trading in 
miracles?) | apologized with folded hands and 
said, ‘Baba, | could not help it, because 
Hari-nama was going to be disparaged." 

As bidden by Gurudeva, Baba had for some 
time started giving d/ksa to people. He had many 
disciples. Sometimes in their hour of crisis he 
could not refrain from using his power to help 
them. 

In my own case an astrologer had predicted 
from my horoscope that my fortythird year would 
be fatal. But Baba told me, “Kapoor, be fearless. 
Even if the father of Kala (the regent of death) 
Comes, he will not be able to touch you." Kala 
Came at the scheduled time and | saw with my 
"yes and heard with my ears how Baba turned 
him away. 


Perhaps it was because Baba often took other 
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Perhaps it was because Baba often t 
People’s ailments upon himself that d 
Perlod be began to remain ill. 


i Condition of his body, his 
always remain 
aiing! | was rts aa ae i. 
: - Constantly the 
thought plagued my mind: "Why does a Siddh 
Purusa like Baba suffer at all?" Baba could he : 
the question | had Silently put to myself, = 
replied figuratively: “Kapoor, Ravi Thakura has a 
song, which means: a traveller travelling through 
a solitary place is frightened to see thick clouds 
Suddenly gathering over the Sky and lightening 
and thunder threatening his life. Ah! If only the 
traveller knew that behind the clouds Rasa dance 
was going on to the accompanyment of sweet and 
enchanting music and delectable peace reigned 
supreme!" 
Once Baba had to 


OOk othe; 


UrINg this 
But whatever was 


internal CONdition 


be operated on the back 

for carbuncle. The doctor wanted to give 
chloroform. But Baba said, "You needn't bother 
about chloroform, doctor. During the operation 
you will do your work and | shall do mine. | will 
not even know what you are doing to my body.’ 
The doctor reluctantly performed the operation 
without chloroform. During the operation Baba 
did not even once groan or whine. He was all 
the time in samadhi, absolutely unconcerned with 
the body. 

A devotee once said to Baba, "Baba, your 
prayers have relieved so many people of o 
suffering, have even dragged so many out of ts 
jaws of death. Why don’t you pray for yoursell: 


Radhat 
and s@ 
mercy 
beople 
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We aim always at ; 
Db alee KIA. not at at own ‘eeu e 
? we trouble them for ' EWN 
snould Such trifles as the 
stering of the body. 

e But although Baba never prayed for himself 

__ritical moments his Gurudeva al , 

in CF always came to 

nis help. Once, when one of his molar teeth was 

garacted, the wound became septic. The 

swelling went (on Increasing till it became 

impossible for him to swallow anything. One of 

nis disciples informed Rama Dasa Baba JI. He 

immediately sent a telegram asking the disciple 

to bring him to Calcutta. He was taken to 

calcutta. The best surgeons of Calcutta were 

consulted. They said that the malady had reached 

the stage in which operation was not possible. 

Then Rama Dasa Baba JI took him to Navadvipa. 

He lay him before the statue of his guru Sri 
Radharamana-Caranadasa Baba Ji in Samaja bans 
and said, “Will the stories of the miracles of your 
mercy now remain confined to books, or the 
people will see them with their eyes! Here is an 
opportunity. Gauranga is your own. Do with him 
what you like." Just then Gauranga Dasa Baba 
saw Radharamana-Carana Dasa Deva standing by 
his side and saying, "Gaura, what has happened 
to you?" Baba replied angrily, "Dont you see 
what has happened?" 

Then Radhdramana-Carana Dasa gently 
rubbed his hand on his cheek. Immediately the 
swelling burst and mucus ran out of it like a 
Steam. The operation was performed and 


Sauranga Dasa became allright. 
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stream. The operation was performed and 
Gauranga Dasa became allright. 
For 35 years Baba kept on moving from Place 
to place in Vraja. But towards the end he began 
to live in his spiritual uncles’ asrama Called 
Radharamana-nivasa in Ramanareti, Vrndavana 
where his samadh/ now exists. He liked this 
place particularly because of the ka/patarus (the 
Nima trees) in it, with whom he used to be jp 
loving communion always. He talked with them, 
sung songs to them and read = out 
Hadha-rasa-sudhanidhi and other holy books 
relating to the ///a of Radha-Krsna to them. in 
turn they loved him with all their heart. They 
could not bear his absence from the asrama for 
long, nor could he remain without them for a long 
time. | 
Baba did not allow anyone to climb the trees 
in his asrama or even to pluck their twigs or 
leaves. But once it so happened that he asked 
one of his disciples Manohara Baba to tie up the 
lower branch of a tree with the upper branch as 
it was too low and obstructed the passage in the 
asrama. After some time Manohara Baba tied 
the two branches. Baba was at that time in his 
room. He did not know that the branches had 
been tied. But as soon as they were tied he 
began to feel excruciating pain in his chest. He 
exclaimed, "Manohara, Manohara!" Manohara 
came running. "Have you tied the branches?" 
Baba asked. 
"Yes, Baba." 
"Go and untie them at once. 
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ain in Babas chest subsided. 
ve next morning, when Baba was taking a 
<troll in the asrama, he saw that in place of the 
tee, of which the branch was tied, there stood 
; peautiful young boy, radiating angelic light from 
nis aCe and saying with tears in his eyes, "Even 
au will tie me! 

gaba also broke into tears. He bowed down 
to the boy and apologized. 

Gauranga Dasa Ji again fell seriously ill in 
4951. His disciple Dr. G. N. Vyas, the famous 
physician of Agra, took him to his nursing home 
for treatment. But his condition continued to 
deteriorate. In the last stage, when no hope was 
left for his survival, he brought him back to 
vrndavana. When the doctor was bringing him 
to Vrndavana in his car, it was about 6 o'clock 
inthe morning and Gauranga Dasa was altogether 
senseless. At that time Rama Dasa Baba JI was 
doing his morning service in his asram in 
Calcuttawith the help of an attendant. Suddenly 
he became meditative. The attendant wanted to 
draw his attention to the remaining rituals, when 
he exclaimed, "You don’t know, Gauranga Dasa 
wants to go before me. | will not let him go!” 
From that very moment Gauranga Dasa’s 
condition improved and he became allright. 

In 1953, one day Rama Dasa Baba Ji got up 
rad A.M. and called his disciples. He ph 
Gre My call has come: | am going: Fe 

nal" He started kirtana. Kirtana was in full 
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Radhaéramana!" and left his body to meet his 
Gurudeva Sri Radharamana Carana Dasa Deva jy, 
transcendental Vrndavana. 
it was Krsna Caturdasi of the month oy 
Agrahayana, when Rama Dasa Baba Ji pasgegq 
away in Calcutta. The same day Gauranga Dasa 
Baba Ji exclaimed in Vrndavana, ‘All is gone | 
all is gone!" And from that day he began io 
remain in a state of half samadh/, which turned 
into full samadhi on the sukla ekadasi of the 
Same month, when he left the body to meet his 
Gurudeva and parama-gurudeva Sri 
Radha-ramana Carana Dasa in blissful Vrndavana 
and to assist them in the prema-seva (loving 
service) of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 


Sri Krsnaprema 
(Ronald Nixon) 


J i Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) was born 


on May 10, 1898 in a religious family of 
England. He passed B.A. Honours in 


English Literature from the Cambridge University. 
His religious leaning were apparent even while he 
was a student. After passing B.A. Honours he 
applied himself seriously to the study of 
Buddhism, Christianity and Theosophy. But when 
the first world-war broke out, he joined the Royal 
Air Force. 

When the German army formations were 
pouring in German occupied Belgium and 
preparing for a fresh attack, the R.A.F. was 
ordered to bombard them. A number of pilots 
along with Nixon flew in their bomber-planes 
toward Beigium. But the German fighter planes 
were wary. They chased the R.A.F. planes. All 
the R.A.F. planes were destroyed and their pilots 
killed. Nixon’s fate would have been the same, 
but for the intervention of a supernatural power 
that Caught hold of his wrist and took the plane 
high, very high and turned it backwards. As it 
med backwards, he lost consciousness. When 
© regained consciousness, he found himself in 
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a military hos 
While he 
Several 


Pital near London. 
was Convalescing 


WY TW. ogni 


Search it out in India." 

The Supernatural power 
life, but gave it a ne 
look for an Opportunit 
into the secrets of the 
Providentially Dr. Jnan 


not only Saved his 
W direction. He began to 
Y to go to India and delve 
Divine or the Supernatural, 


endra Natha Cakravarti, the 
vice-chancellor of the Lucknow University, WaS at 


that time in London. He was looking for a 
Suitable person for the post of lecturer in English 
in. Lucknow University. He was very much 
impressed by Nixon, not only because of his 
brilliance and scholarship, but also - and perhaps 
specially -- because of his interest in Indian 


philosophy, religion and _ culture. He gladly 
offered the post to him. 


Nixon joined the Lucknow University. He lived 
with Dr. Jnanendra Cakravarti and his wife Monika 
Devi. Monika Devi was a highly educated and 
cultured lady. She was also deeply religious. 
She was impressed by Nixon's — os 
purpose and genial nature. She showered al 4 
affection upon him and began Ie treat — se 
son. She called him “Gopala." Nixon calle 
ged ivine. 
4 Nixon continued his search for a 
Since he was interested In ieee pee 

Pali and read the works of the Bud pe 
in the original. He also practised mM 


ee Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) 
ens 


295 
: cording tO Pies But this did not give him 
ntistaction. erefore he turned to Vedanta. 

iearnt sanskrta and studied the Upanisads, 
he Gita and the Bhagavata. The result was that 
3 turned more and more towards Krsna till he 
accepted Him as his ista, that is, the Lord he 
adored and worshipped. This was bound to 
happen because of his penetrating intelligence 
and deep spiritual insight. 
But the most important factor that ultimately 
veered him round the feet of Krsna was the 
company of Monika Devi. Outwardly Monika Devi 
was an ultra-modern lady. She had travelled with 
her husband to Europe, America and a number 
of other countries. She was well acquainted with 
Western etiquette. In social gatherings and 
parties at her home, which were a regular feature 
of her husband’s social life, the way in which she 
played the hostess, going from table to table, 
laughing and cracking jokes, and making the party 
go with her scintillating repartees, one could 
easily mistake her for a Western lady. But she 
had a mystic personality, which baffled the eyes 
of ordinary people, used to accepting the surface 
appearance. It was possible to get a glimpse of 
her real personality by the way in which she 
responded to Bengali A/rtans or Hindi bhajanas, 

Specially relating to Krsna and His /i/a. She 

listened to them with astonishing warmth and 

"oi constantly coursed down her cheeks. At 

moments one could not help feeling that she 


oe a denizen of the deep, a citizen of an utterly 
Ifferent world. 
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Her real self could not escape the keen eyes 
of Nixon. He observed that in parties at her 
home sometimes she suddenly disappeared and 
retired to her room. He wanted to know the 
secret of her sudden disappearence. 


One day there was a special party at her 
house. In the midst of music that was gOing on 
Nixon saw her suddenly rushing to her room. He 
quietly followed her from a distance. When he 
peeped into the room, he saw that she was Sitting 
in a corner, motionless and unconscious. When 
she came out, after about half an hour or so, hey 
eyes were wet and an inconceivable peace 
seemed to radiate from her face. Nixon said 
with folded hands like one who had committed at 
offence, "Ma, your Gopala has today Stealthily 
peeped into your secret treasure. But has the 
son no claim upon the treasure of his mother? 
Why did you keep it hidden from him so far, Ma?" 
Affectionately touching his chin she said, 
"Since you have already peeped into it, | shall 
tell you everything about it. But not just now. 
The next day she called Nixon to her room, 
when no one else was there and said, "Gopala, 
you know that behind the body is the Atma. 
When the atma is awakened, one is completely 
changed. Then one goes to parama-atma, Sri 
Bhagavan and embraces His feet. This Mas 
Started happening in my life." 
She added, “You know that my husband is not 
only an educationist, but also a philosopher and 
a leading theosophist. | was also interested In 


theosophy. But theosophy did not satisfy US: 
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nen poth of us turned to Vaisnavism 
9 Vrndavana and took Initiation from pe went 
galakrsna Gosvami of Radhdramana ae 4 
Pile, 


then | “hawe ae 
Krsna-prema-sadhana., : ae Orbed 


séohana a closely guarded secret, 
so naughty that time or no time, 
ear Him whenever He wishes. . 
ng emanates from His feet, whch ae 
unconscious Of my body and the world outset 
| do not do anything. It is He, who pulls me 
and drowns me in the ocean of His ambrosial 
presence and company." 

Nixon's heart was kindled with a new hope 
and new light. He said, "Ma, why not set me 
also on the sweet path of Krsna-prema?' 

Ma said, "You can now Surely set your foot 
on the path of Krsna-prema, because you are 
already disillusioned with Buddhism and your 
study of the Upanisads and the Gita has made 
you familiar with the basic principles of Hinduism." 

Nixon started his bhakti-sadhana under the 
guidance of Monika Devi. 

Soon after Jnanendra Cakravarti shifted to 
Varanasi as Vice-Chancellor of the Benares Hindu 
University. Nixon could not stay on in Lucknow. 
He also accepted the post of Professor of English 
In the Benares Hindu University on a salary much 

lower than what he was getting at Lucknow. But 
Ne was so popular in Lucknow that as soon as 
the Professors of the university, the students and 
“thers came to know about this, they started 
“Oming to him in groups to persuade him te 
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leave Lucknow. The reasons for his POpularit 
were his extraordinary brilliance, his repartees jp 
social gatherings, his total absence of Selfishnegs 
and of the slightest trace of pretence, his Informa 
and unargumentative conversation, his faculty of 
summing things up and reaching a CONViINCing 
conclusion, and above all his disciplined way of 
life and love for India and Indian Philosophy, 


religion and culture. 
But no amount of persuation could move him 


from his decision. He joined the new post in the 
Benares Hindu University. He found the religious 
atmosphere of Benares much more congenial to 
him and his bhakti-sadhana under the guidance 


of Monika Devi went on undisturbed. 
One day he said to Monika Devi, "Ma, | have 


decided to take va/snava samnydasa." 

“That is a nice idea,” said Ma. 

‘| have also decided to take samnyasa diksa 
from you." 

"lam a householder. 
in samnyasa?" 

"| do not Know all that. 
samnyasa-diksa to me." 

Ma kept quiet for a while, then said, "All right, 
| will give samnyasa diksa." 

She went to Vrndavana, first obtained 
samnyasa-diksa herself from Acarya Balakrsna 
Gosvami, and then gave it to Nixon. After 
samnyasa she was named Yasoda Ma, Nixon was 
named Krsnaprema. Who could believe that 
Monika Devi, born and bred in the lap of luxury; 
an aristocrat to the fingertip, who went every two 


How can | initiate you 
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that time in London. He was looking for a 
Suitable person for the post of lecturer in English 
in. Lucknow University. He was very much 
impressed by Nixon, not only because of his 
brilliance and scholarship, but also - and perhaps 
specially -- because of his interest in Indian 


philosophy, religion and _ culture. He gladly 
offered the post to him. 


Nixon joined the Lucknow University. He lived 
with Dr. Jnanendra Cakravarti and his wife Monika 
Devi. Monika Devi was a highly educated and 
cultured lady. She was also deeply religious. 
She was impressed by Nixon's — os 
purpose and genial nature. She showered al 4 
affection upon him and began Ie treat — se 
son. She called him “Gopala." Nixon calle 
ged ivine. 
4 Nixon continued his search for a 
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iearnt sanskrta and studied the Upanisads, 
he Gita and the Bhagavata. The result was that 
3 turned more and more towards Krsna till he 
accepted Him as his ista, that is, the Lord he 
adored and worshipped. This was bound to 
happen because of his penetrating intelligence 
and deep spiritual insight. 
But the most important factor that ultimately 
veered him round the feet of Krsna was the 
company of Monika Devi. Outwardly Monika Devi 
was an ultra-modern lady. She had travelled with 
her husband to Europe, America and a number 
of other countries. She was well acquainted with 
Western etiquette. In social gatherings and 
parties at her home, which were a regular feature 
of her husband’s social life, the way in which she 
played the hostess, going from table to table, 
laughing and cracking jokes, and making the party 
go with her scintillating repartees, one could 
easily mistake her for a Western lady. But she 
had a mystic personality, which baffled the eyes 
of ordinary people, used to accepting the surface 
appearance. It was possible to get a glimpse of 
her real personality by the way in which she 
responded to Bengali A/rtans or Hindi bhajanas, 

Specially relating to Krsna and His /i/a. She 

listened to them with astonishing warmth and 

"oi constantly coursed down her cheeks. At 
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Her real self could not escape the keen eyes 
of Nixon. He observed that in parties at her 
home sometimes she suddenly disappeared and 
retired to her room. He wanted to know the 
secret of her sudden disappearence. 


One day there was a special party at her 
house. In the midst of music that was gOing on 
Nixon saw her suddenly rushing to her room. He 
quietly followed her from a distance. When he 
peeped into the room, he saw that she was Sitting 
in a corner, motionless and unconscious. When 
she came out, after about half an hour or so, hey 
eyes were wet and an inconceivable peace 
seemed to radiate from her face. Nixon said 
with folded hands like one who had committed at 
offence, "Ma, your Gopala has today Stealthily 
peeped into your secret treasure. But has the 
son no claim upon the treasure of his mother? 
Why did you keep it hidden from him so far, Ma?" 
Affectionately touching his chin she said, 
"Since you have already peeped into it, | shall 
tell you everything about it. But not just now. 
The next day she called Nixon to her room, 
when no one else was there and said, "Gopala, 
you know that behind the body is the Atma. 
When the atma is awakened, one is completely 
changed. Then one goes to parama-atma, Sri 
Bhagavan and embraces His feet. This Mas 
Started happening in my life." 
She added, “You know that my husband is not 
only an educationist, but also a philosopher and 
a leading theosophist. | was also interested In 
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ng emanates from His feet, whch ae 
unconscious Of my body and the world outset 
| do not do anything. It is He, who pulls me 
and drowns me in the ocean of His ambrosial 
presence and company." 

Nixon's heart was kindled with a new hope 
and new light. He said, "Ma, why not set me 
also on the sweet path of Krsna-prema?' 

Ma said, "You can now Surely set your foot 
on the path of Krsna-prema, because you are 
already disillusioned with Buddhism and your 
study of the Upanisads and the Gita has made 
you familiar with the basic principles of Hinduism." 

Nixon started his bhakti-sadhana under the 
guidance of Monika Devi. 

Soon after Jnanendra Cakravarti shifted to 
Varanasi as Vice-Chancellor of the Benares Hindu 
University. Nixon could not stay on in Lucknow. 
He also accepted the post of Professor of English 
In the Benares Hindu University on a salary much 

lower than what he was getting at Lucknow. But 
Ne was so popular in Lucknow that as soon as 
the Professors of the university, the students and 
“thers came to know about this, they started 
“Oming to him in groups to persuade him te 
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leave Lucknow. The reasons for his POpularit 
were his extraordinary brilliance, his repartees jp 
social gatherings, his total absence of Selfishnegs 
and of the slightest trace of pretence, his Informa 
and unargumentative conversation, his faculty of 
summing things up and reaching a CONViINCing 
conclusion, and above all his disciplined way of 
life and love for India and Indian Philosophy, 


religion and culture. 
But no amount of persuation could move him 


from his decision. He joined the new post in the 
Benares Hindu University. He found the religious 
atmosphere of Benares much more congenial to 
him and his bhakti-sadhana under the guidance 


of Monika Devi went on undisturbed. 
One day he said to Monika Devi, "Ma, | have 


decided to take va/snava samnydasa." 

“That is a nice idea,” said Ma. 

‘| have also decided to take samnyasa diksa 
from you." 

"lam a householder. 
in samnyasa?" 

"| do not Know all that. 
samnyasa-diksa to me." 

Ma kept quiet for a while, then said, "All right, 
| will give samnyasa diksa." 

She went to Vrndavana, first obtained 
samnyasa-diksa herself from Acarya Balakrsna 
Gosvami, and then gave it to Nixon. After 
samnyasa she was named Yasoda Ma, Nixon was 
named Krsnaprema. Who could believe that 
Monika Devi, born and bred in the lap of luxury; 
an aristocrat to the fingertip, who went every two 
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England, had re 
years to hale - become a samnyasini and 
shaved her eed, she was a lady, who 


nad t0 be seen to be believed. And Krsnaprema 
was 10 less a marvel. He was perhaps the first 
european, who became a vajsnava, exchanged 
ac English dress for the ochre-coloured garment 
wore mala of tu/as/ beads, and put on the yellow 
y-shaped tilaka on the forehead, running down 
to the bridge of the nose. 


After some time Jnanendra Natha Cakravarti 
passed away. This marked the beginning of a 
new chapter in the life of YaSoda Ma. She retired 
to the Himalayas with Krsnaprema and her 
daughter Moti Rant, and established an dasrama 
with a temple at Mirtola, some eighteen miles 
trom Almora. The place around the asrama was 
called Uttara Vrndavana. In the temple of the 
a4srama were installed two beautiful images of 
Krsna and Radha. In early days a pu/ari and a 
brahmin cook were engaged. But later 
Krsnaprema himself became both, pu/ari and 
cook. Both the duties were performed by him in 
orthodox ritualistic manner. He also collected the 
provisions by begging. 3 

Krsnaprema’s adherence to orthodox vaisnava 
Practices was_ proverbial. Once a _ Bengali 
scientist and a friend said to him teasingly, lt 
my widowed grandmother followed all this 
ritualistic procedure, | could understand. But you 
have had such a different background. Back In 

your Cambridge days you must even have eaten 
Plenty of beef. How is that you can observe 


Such orthodox restrictions? ~ 


up 
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Krsnaprema laughed and said, "“l believe that 
any self-imposed discipline, external or internal 
is rather a good thing in this present age, When 
every kind of social and individual restraint is 
being discarded. Besides this is the Path laiq 
down by those, who have gone before me and 
reached the goal. Who am I, just entering ihe 
path, to say, ‘I will do this and not that, accept 
this discipline, but not that?’ | accept the Whole," 

in course of time two other English friends of 

Krsnaprema joined him at Mirtola. One was 

Madhava Ashisha, who had come from Englanq 

fo serve aS a ground engineer in the Secongq 

World War. When the war was over, he went for 
a brief holiday to the Himalayas. Somehow he 
heard about Krsnaprema. He went to see him 
one day and never returned. The other was Alec 
(Dr. R.D. Alexander), who resigned his post as 
chief surgeon of a Lucknow Hospital, accepted 
Ma as his guru and became a permanent member 
of the Mirtola Asrama. 

Krsnaprema had completely surrendered 
himself at the feet of the Guru and thus opened 
himself to her grace, which descended upon him, 
not as rain drips, but as it falls in torrents from 
heaven. Ma herself once gave two examples of 
his complete surrender to her. She said, "When 
Gopala first wanted to accept me as his Guru, | 
told him: ‘I can accept you only if you promise 
me that even if you don’t have any more spiritual 
experiences for the rest of your life, you won't 
give up.’ | knew, of course, that there was no 


chance of risk or failure, if he gave the pledge. 
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| only wanted him to bear it in mind that there 

ust be no half-hearted acceptance, no condition, 
no bargaining that he must have this or that. He 
gave me the pledge and he accepted me in toto 
as a baby accepts his mother in spontaneous 


trust.” | 
The other instance was a miracle that 


happened to him, a miracle, which could not have 
nappened, if his surrender to the Guru was not 
complete. 

An insect once bit his ankle, while he was 
meditating outside. It got septic and Alec and 
two other doctors, who were summoned, could 
not control it. It grew worse and worse till it 
became so critical that an amputation of the leg 
was suggested. It was then that Ma said, "He 
could be cured if he stopped all medicine and 
took only caranamrta“' He consented at once, 
ignoring the doctor’s misgivings, and was cured 
miraculously. 

As to Krsnaprema’s Spiritual attainments, it 
should be enough to say that the little Lord 
Bala-Gopala had accepted him as His elder 
brother (Dada). Yasoda Ma had motherly 
affection towards Bala-Gopala. She also loved 
Krsnaprema as her son. In this way Krsnaprema 
was the elder brother of Bala-Gopala. 
Bala-Gopala not only had no objection to this 
relationship, He gladly accepted it, which is 
evident from what happened one night. 


1 Water touched by the foot either of the Guru or the image of 
the Lord. In this case the water touched by Ma's toe every 
time. 
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One night, while Krsnaprema was asleep 
heard someone calling, “Dada, dada!" Wits 
Start he looked all round, but could NOt. 
anyone. Thinking that it was an illusion he chats, 
his eyes. But again he heard that Sweet = 
"Dada!" This time it was quite clear that the ai 


came from inside the temple. 
But there was no one inside the temple except 


Thakura (the deity). Could it, therefore, be the 
call of the Thakura? He went near the temple 
Again he heard — "Dada, | am feeling cold. The 


window is open." 
A current shook his body. Hurriedly he 


opened the door of the temple, went in and Closed 
the window. He covered Thakur’s body Carefully 
with the quilt. While doing so, he said, “Thakura, 


you also feel cold?" 
A streak of tears flowed down the cheeks of 


Thakura! 
Krsnaprema was petrified. He gasped out, 


“Ha Thakura!" and wept. But controlling himself 
somehow he wiped the tears of Thakura with his 


bahirvasa (outer garment). 
Thakura slept. But there was no sleep for 


Krsnaprema. Thakura had called him ‘Dada’, as 
if through this one word He had poured all his 
affection upon him. Could his small heart contain 
it? It was running out incessantly through his 
eyes in the form of tears. 

There was reason for Krsnaprema’s tears. 
But why did Thakura weep? Krsnaprema had 
simply asked him, "Do you also feel cold?” 

To understand this it is necessary 8 


éri Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) — 
nderstand 1 tepian selec Of Thakura. Thakura 
in His innermost self is Love (prema). wave _ 
prema, is the highest asa (transcendental relish) 


o He is called Rasa — "“raso vai sah." He is 
noth, Rasa and Rasika (the enjoyer of rasa), 
the highest ‘asa He enjoys is the love (prema) 
or rather the loving service (prema-seva) of His 
ppakta. Therefore, the relationship between Him 
and His Sfakta is integral. He is incomplete 
without His bfakta. \n His innermost and real 
self He realizes Himself fully only in relation to 
the loving service of His bhakta. His 
siddha-bhaktas serve Him directly in His eternal 
abode, the transcendental Vrndavana. SAdhaka- 
bhaktas, who have not yet fully realized Him, do 
not have access to Him in transcendental 
Vrndavana. But Thakura, in order to satisfy His 
ever-growing desire to relish the loving service of 
His sadhaka-bhaktas, comes down to their plane 
in the form of His image. His descent in the 
form of His image is both an act of grace, and 
self-fulfilment. For in this form He also fulfills 
Himself by enjoying the loving service of His 
sédhaka-bhaktas. The bhakta bathes Him, feeds 
Him, decorates Him and sings or dances before 
Him with love, and He accepts his service with 
love and enjoys it. He enjoys it, because He 
has real craving for it. 

No doubt craving implies incompleteness and 
the great Lord, who creates and destroys the 
Universe, who is omnipotent, omniscient and 
omnipresent, has no want, no craving, No 
INcompleteness in Him. But in this form, although 
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He enjoys His a/Svarya or lordliness, He does 
enjoy the highest rasa that comes from the fay t 
service of His bhaktas. IN order to Enjoy fie 
(asa, He limits Himself and assumes a hu 
form. In this form His a/svarya (lordliness) 
completely eclipsed by His madhurya (sweetness, 
and He actually feels hungry and thirsty, colg and 
warmth and craves for all those things, which His 
devotees offer Him. If the devotees Says or does 
anything, which is in conformity with this form 
He relishes it to the extreme. If he Says or does 
anything, which is not in conformity with it, He 
feels hurt in the innermost and the tendermost 
corner of His heart. Krsnaprema had hurt Him 
by asking whether He also felt cold and the only 
way in which He could answer His question 
adequately was by shedding tears. 

Who could assess the value of the tears of 
the Thakura better than Krsnaprema? He tore 
off the corner of his bahirvasa, with which he had 
wiped His tears, and put it inside a silver amulet, 
which he wore close to his heart all the rest of 
his life. | 

As Krsnaprema’s s&dhanaé continued, his 
relationship with the deities in the temple became 
more and more intimate. The deities made him 
feel not only their living presence in the temple, 
but also their graceful acceptance of his loving 
service in different ways. 

Once Krsnaprema cooked /a/ava pudding and 
offered it to the deities. After the offering he 
came out of the temple, closed the door and, as 


usual, sat down to meditate along with the othe! 


Sri Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) 


305 

of the temple Whi ; 
inmates Teese hile meditating h 
started suddenly and said, "Let us go and sa ’ 


e Lord has actuaily taken the jAa/ays" 
red. the oor of he. mpl ten’ ta 
surprised to see that about half of the jAa/ava 
was scooped Out by the Lord and they began to 
dance joyfully. 

One day, after the deities were made to Sleep, 
Krsnaprema came out of the temple and locked 
the door as usual. The next morning, when he 
opened the door, he was surprised to see 
Radharani's golden necklace round the neck of 
Krsna and Krsna’s golden ndpura (a_ tinkling 
ornament worn round the ankles) round the ankles 
of Radharani. 

At once he called the other inmates of the 
agrama and said, “See, our frolicsome Lord’s 
amorous ///a/" 

Gradually Krsnaprema came _ so close to 
Radharani that She began to speak to him. An 
example of this is an interesting episode relating 
to one of Krsnaprema’s disciples. 

Sunila and his wife Arati were his disciples. 
They lived in Allahabad, but occasionally went to 
Mirtola to enjoy the company of Gurudeva. Once 
they became very impatient to go to Mirtola. But 
they did not have requisite money for railway fare. 
Arati suggested that they might sell her gold 
bangles. So they sold the gold bangles and went 

to Mirtola. One day, when Krsnaprema came out 
of the temple after the morning service, he had 
two gold bangles in his hand. He said to Arall 
affectionately, “Arati, would you tell me what you 
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have done with your gold bangles?" Arati &t 
dazed and Sean 5m looking towards the Sie 
Krsnaprema said with a smile, "| know everythin 
Radharani has told me that in your eagerness, 
come here you sold them, because YOU Were Sh Me 
of money. She has given Her own gold bana 
to me and said, ‘Give them to Arati to Wear = 
do not like her hands without bangles." He gare 
the bangles to her. Lucky Arati! A sie 
coursed down her spine. She was beWildereq 
and so overwhelmed with bhava that she might 
have fainted. But somehow she COntrolleq 
herself, bowed down to the Guru and Washed hig 

feet with her tears. 

Krsnaprema generally passed his winters in 
Vrndavana in the company of his 
parama-gurudeva, Sri Balakrsna Gosvami.  Firg} 
he went to Vrndavana on February 18, 1931 with 
Ma. His visit created much excitement among 
people in Vrndavana, because he was the first 
European they saw in the form of a va/snava, 


wearing ma/a of tu/asi beads and_tilaka and 


chanting Harinama. He was also the first 
European, who was. allowed entry into the 
Radharamana temple. There was some 


Opposition to this amongst the vaisnavas in the 
beginning, but it subsided, when they came to 
know that Krsnaprema was truly as devout a 
Va/snava as anyone else in Vrndavana. Not only 
this, the va/snavas organized a meeting in his 
honour under the presidentship of Sri Banamali 
Lala Gosvami and conferred on him the title, 
‘Gaura-prema-nidhi,’ (ocean of love for ST! 


~m™, 


D 


Le) 
a se SS Se SR @. TH SS 


ri Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) 30 
K: 7 
4uranga Mahaprabhu). 

There was a secret behind the title which 


same to MY knowledge from the diary of Sti Bala 
Krsna Gosvami. Krsnaprema did not regard 
Gauranga Mahaprabhu as an incarnation of $1 
Krsna. He had pledged that although he was 
initiated into Mahaprabhu’s sampradaya, he would 
not accept Mahaprabhu as identical with Krsna, 
until Krsna Himself made him do so. Krsna, wiht 
always dances to the tune of a sincere devotee, 
told him in a dream, "Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
ig the same as |." After this his love for 
Mahaprabhu increased by leaps and bounds and 
he really became Gaura-prema-nidhi, an ocean of 
love for Gauranga. 

In 1944 the clouds of sadness cast their 
shadow over Uttara-Vrndavana. Yasoda Ma 
passed away, Krsnaprema was hit by a 
thunderbolt. 

But Ma never kept her Gopala away from her 
eyes even after her passing away. That day 
when Krsnaprema returned to the asrama after 
cremating Ma’s body near Dandesvara water-fall, 
he was too tired and slept till late at night. 
Towards the end of night he heard Ma’s voice: 
"Gopala, you are still asleep. Get up, it's time 
for bhajana." After a little pause she said again, 
"Gopala, rest assured, | always live near you, 
as | did before." | 

Krsnaprema got up with a start and looking 
all round with tears in his eyes said, “If you are 
SO near Ma, why can’t | see you? Will | never 
See you again?" 
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"No Baba, you continue your sadhang Y 
will draw near me step by step and ulti 
meet me here in this c/inmaya (transcen 
Vrndavana." 

That Ma was always near Krsnaprema to Quide 
him even after her death, and Krsnaprema SOught 
her advice whenever he thought it necessary, js 
evident from one _ incident. Once, after Ma's 
passing away, when Krsnaprema had gone to 
Vrndavana, Mottrani and Or. Govindagopala 
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Mukhopadhyaya of Varanasi were also with him, 
He received a telegram from his old friend, pr. 
Govindagopal’s elder brother, requesting him to 
go to him in Vaidyanatha Dhama before returning 
to Mirtola. When he was conferring with Motirani 
and Govindagopala as to whether he should go 
to Vaidyanatha or not, all of a sudden he got up 
and said, “Wait a minute." He went inside his 
room. Returning after some time he said, "Ma 
has bidden, ’Go at once to Mirtola. Your 
presence there is necessary.’" 

Immediately he left for Mirtola. On reaching 
there he found that the pwu/ari, whom he had 
entrusted the seva (service) of Thakura in his 
absence, had gone. If he had not reached there 
that day, Thakura would have had to fast. | 

In 1948 Krsnaprema set out on pilgrimage to 
the South. He visited Maharsi Ramana’s Asrama 
in Tiruvannamalai, where he had a typical and 


revealing experience. 7 

When he entered the hall, where the Mahars! 
reclined daily on his coach, he sat down « 
silence, along with the others to meditate at Ns 


